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Youth Health Expo
Coming to Birchip

The 12th Buloke Youth Health Expo, bringing together Year 9 and 10 stu-
dents from the five secondary schools in Buloke Shire will be held on Tues-
day, May 20, at Birchip Recreation Reserve.

Established in 2002 the
expo provides Buloke youth
with expert presentations and
a chance to discuss issues, in-
spiration and aspirations.

The working group has put
together a fantastic program
of presenters and activities for
a day’s focus on health and
lifestyle issues faced by
young people.

Presenters include rapper
and mental health fitness
guru, Tim O’Donnell, who
will get the day started with
some creative mental gym-
nastics. Tim was voted the
most popular presenter at the
2023 expo.

Adyvice
East Wimmera Health Ser-
vice, health promotion team,
Stacey Keller and Maddie
Hendy, will provide advice
about nutrition and health.

Ambulance Victoria,
Paramedic Community Sup-
port Co-ordinator, Eliot Wal-
ton knows that kids can save
lives, and the importance of a
quick response with CPR with
an information and practical
skills session.

Respect, with a capital
R.E.S.PE.C.T, is the topic of
the interactive session with
Gabrielle  Mentz  from
Women’s Health Loddon
Mallee. An important session
will provide tips and advice
about risks and safety around
alcohol and other drugs in-
cluding vaping to round off
the day.

Lunchtime
A delicious lunch is pro-
vided thanks to the catering
team at Birchip P-12.
Lunchtime activities include
headspace challenges and
games thanks to headspace

Swan Hill and Reclink, the
Smoothie Bike, Brooke War-
ren and the KIT (Keep in
Touch) van.

Thanks to Anglicare, Bu-
loke Library, Jade Hunter and
Active Schools and time to
talk to the speakers, and to
Buloke Shire’s youth team,
Rory White and Torri Tillig,
about opportunities in the
shire.

The Expo is fortunate to
receive funding for this event
and acknowledge grants from
Buloke Shire, FRRR and
North Central Learn Local
Network which is supporting
the mental health speaker.

For further information, or
if you are not in a school pro-
gram, aged 15 to 17 and
would like to attend please
contact Jacinta Miller on 0407
131708 or Carol Elliott on
0419911273

May 20.

on Friday, May 23.

Next Week’s “Times”

Saturday, May 17, has been listed as a bye for all three North-Central
League team sports — football, netball and hockey.

That being so, there will be no “Buloke Times” on Tuesday of next week,

After Friday of this week (May 16), the next issue of the “Times” will be
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“Faraday”.

* Robyn Howarth with her book,

This school was a little
granite building known as
Faraday State School 797.

Along with her two sisters,
Robyn Howarth, who was 10
at the time, was among those
who were kidnapped. Her
book tells of the childhood

trauma and effect it had on
herself and her family.

After all this time, 62
years later, she can now speak
with pride that she came from
Faraday.

As guest of the Combined
Probus Club of Donald,

Robyn to Tell
of Her Trauma

On Friday, October 6, 1972, the unthinkable happened when two men
kidnapped seven pupils and their 20-year-old teacher from a little iso-
lated country school in rural Victoria.

Robyn will be in Donald
early in June (see advert).

All are welcome to this
morning, but a RSVP is im-
portant for catering purposes
at both venues. Robyn will
also join with those present
for lunch.

to Celebrate!

(named in honour of his family), he was recognised for his lifelong service to both the Donald
Football Club and the North-Central Football League.

o In company with his daughter, Glenda Kelly, Bill was pictured being applauded by a guard
of honour formed by Donald and Charlton players as he entered the ground to toss the coin
that got the senior game under way.

o Elsewhere in today s “Times” is a report of Bill receiving the ultimate football award.

What a Way

It was four days short of Bill Anderson’s 90th birthday anniversary, but
the celebrations had been well and truly begun.

No present could have been more fitting than that which came his way at the weekend when,
in company with relatives and hundreds of others attending Donald’s Anderson Blue Room




“Life” for a League Legend

Among the capacity crowd upstairs at the Anderson Blue Room in
Donald on Saturday was the president of the North Central Football
League, Mick McClelland.

He was on a mission — to
acknowledge the lifetime of
service to Australian Rules
football by Donald’s Bill An-
derson, a senior member of
the family after whom the
Blue Room was named and
who is about to join the ranks
of the district’s nonagenari-
ans.
Bill already holds life
membership of the Donald
Football Club, and on Satur-
day Mr McClelland was there
to add the League’s ultimate
honour to the growing list of
Bill’s achievements.

The following is the text of
the League president’s con-
gratulatory message:

“When the footballing
days are over, the vast major-
ity of footballers will have
taken more from the game
than they will have given
back to it. A minority will
have given back more to their

club and the game than they
have received from it.

“Then there are the rarest
of individuals who will dedi-
cate the rest of their lives to
giving back to the game as
much as they are possibly ca-
pable of doing. Bill, you are
absolutely one of these
people.

“Your love of the game
and your desire to always re-
main involved with it has had
a profound impact on not only
the Donald Football Club, but
also the North Central Foot-
ball League and country foot-
ball in general.

“Your time as a North Cen-
tral Football League and Vic-
torian  Country  Football
League selector, where you
have promoted and fostered
the ambitions of many tal-
ented local country foot-
ballers from this region, has
left an indelible mark on

many of them, which has in-
cluded the likes of Murray
Gilmore, Kevin Adams, and
‘Boozer’ Robertson, who
were all selected to play rep-
resentative football for coun-
try Victoria.

“Bill, you represent every-
thing that is great about coun-
try football, and your
continued involvement has
surely inspired many others to
a greater level of service to
this great game.

“It is my absolute honour,
on behalf of the North Central
Football League Board, to
award you, Bill, with a life
membership of the North
Central Football League.

“Congratulations”.

* During Saturday’s cele-
brations, Donald Football
Club president Danny Forrest
also spoke in glowing terms
on Bill’s remarkable contribu-
tion to football at all levels.

This Competition is
for Rotten Ritin’!

Are you a master of mediocre wordplay? A putrid poet? An artist of
sentences so spectacularly bad they deserve an award?

If so, sharpen your quills
and prepare for the literary
catastrophe that is Donald
High School’s Rotten Ritin’
Competition.

In homage to the late great
Bulwer-Lytton Contest, where
the worst opening novel line
wins the highest praise, we in-
vite students,  parents,
guardians, teachers, and com-
munity members to revel in
the ridiculous, the over-
cooked, and the disastrous.

There will be four awful
categories to enter: 1. Worst
Community Story Starter —
Parents, guardians, teachers,
locals and anyone else. 2.
Worst Community Poetry —
Parents, guardians, teachers,
locals and anyone else. 3.
Worst Student Story Starter —
DHS Students only. 4. Worst
Student Poetry — DHS
students only.

Entries will be judged on
ridiculousness, painful phras-
ing, and sentences so far gone
they require therapeutic help.
Comedy welcome.

The English department of
Donald High School will be
glad to present the winners
with eternal infamy and liter-
ary disgrace.

Deadline: entries close Fri-
day week 6 (May 30).

How to Enter:

All electronic submissions
should be emailed to: Christo-
pher.rodger@education.
vic.gov.au

Or if you prefer pen and
paper, please hand your sub-
mission to Mr Rodger of
Donald High school.

Please make sure to in-
clude your name, category
(and contact details if
needed). Rules:

* All entries must be in rea-
sonable taste, not obscene or
offensive.

* Story starters and poems
must be 150 words or less
each.

* You may enter your rele-
vant categories only once.

* All entries must have a
clear name present in the sub-
mission email or on the paper.

As an example, to spur
your creativity, Worst Com-
munity Poetry Example:

An Ode to Jam

(By Mr Rodger).

Tasty, sweet, strawberry,
raspberry, homemade.

Or maybe a tart and sour
marmalade?

Sweet and sticky jam.

Cosy pup, sleeps between
lovers on a whim,

Don t roll over asleep!

You made jam from him.

Sweet and sticky jam.
Sweaty teens in
garage, riffs and jamming.

Crusty pits, sticky fringes,
guitars whamming.

Sweet and sticky jam.

Beautifully textured toe
jam, saved for months.

Too scared to savour and
taste, all but once.

Sweet and sticky jam.

And if you don 't love jam,
take your opinion and jam it!

If you would like to see ex-
amples of bad story starters,
please do visit: bulwer-lyt-
ton.com, which keeps an in-
ventory of past competition
winners.

So, go forth, embrace the
terrible, and let your inner
writer shine. Because some-
times, writing that is bad... is
just so good.

the

* League president, Mick McClelland (left), congratulates North-Central’s latest life-member,

Bill Anderson.

Fire Brigade Quick to Act

Residents of Donald were alarmed to see a large black cloud of smoke
billowing from a property on Woods Street on Sunday morning, and CFA

was very fast in its response to the emergency call.

At approximately 9.45
a.m., a backyard burnoff got
away from the control of a
resident in Woods Street,
Donald, quickly consuming
sheds and a nearby tree. From
the corner of Oakley and
Woods Streets, spectators
could see a large pine tree
being enveloped in flames,
well above the height of
neighbouring houses.

Two trucks were quickly
on scene from Donald’s CFA
and the fire was extinguished

before any further damage oc-
curred. A shed was damaged
and part of a vehicle, and of
course a significantly burned
pine tree; however, all neigh-
bouring houses remained un-
touched.

It could have been a far
more disastrous outcome if it
wasn’t for the swift arrival of
the cavalry, and Donald
Brigade captain Dale Ander-
son said that was largely due
to the clear access they had to
the fire.

“Every gate was already
open when we got there,” he
said. “And we didn’t have to
try to break locks anywhere,
we just drove straight in; it
makes all the difference.”

It certainly did make all
the difference in this situation
and it is likely all preperty
owners in the vicinity share
the same opinion. Well done
to the Donald CFA and its
firefighters for their practised
and efficient response.
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* The pine tree enveloped in flames as seen from the corner of Woods and Oakley Streets.



Free Dental Gives
a Reason to Smile

Families across Northern Victoria are saving up to $400 a year per child
on dental checkups, with the State Government’s Smile Squad school dental
program continuing to take pressure off the hip pocket.

For families, the price of a
visit to the dentist can be a de-
terrent to regular checkups —
but with Smile Squad, main-
taining oral health doesn’t
need to be a financial burden.

Delivered by mobile teams
of dedicated oral health clini-
cians who travel across the
state in bright orange vans,
the program provides free
check-ups and follow up care,
x-rays, teeth cleaning, appli-
cation of fluoride and dental
sealants, fillings, and root
canals to school students.

Register
With Term 2 now under
way, parents are encouraged
to register their child to take
part in the program — and it’s
now easier than ever, with a

new simplified form available
in 31 languages making sure
parents from any background
can provide consent ahead of
a visit to their child’s school.

Dental conditions are one
of the highest causes of pre-
ventable hospitalisations for
children. Improving access to
dental care is critical, with
tooth decay now five times
more prevalent than asthma
among children.

Smile Squad is one of a
suite of programs funded by
the Government to ease the
cost of living pressures on
families including the $400
School Saving Bonus, Glasses
for Kids program, school
breakfast clubs, discounted

student travel, and free swim-
ming lessons.

More information on the
Smile Squad program can be
found at health.vic.gov.au/
smile-squad.

Saving Time
and Money

“Smile Squad is saving
families time and money and
keeping our youngest smiles
bright and healthy,” said Min-
ister for Health, Mary-Anne
Thomas.

“Good dental health is part
of good health overall — that’s
why we are encouraging
parents to make sure they
have signed their new consent
form, so when Smile Squad
comes to their kids’ school
they can use this free service.”

“The Penguin Lessons”

The comedy/drama, “The Penguin Lessons” starring Steve Coogan and
Jonathon Pryce will be screening at The Rex this weekend.

Based on the best selling
memoir by former teacher
Tom Michell, the film is set
against the backdrop of Ar-
gentina’s political turmoil in

1976. 1t tells the story of Tom
— a disillusioned Englishman
—who arrives in Buenos Aires
to teach at a prestigious
school, expecting an easy

“Times” Crossword

QUICK PUZZLE NO. 8176 - SOLUTIONS
Across - 1, Preponderance. 8, Exult. 9, Chablis. 10, Sol-
emn. 11, Strife. 12, Ovine. 14, Kenya. 18, Lunacy. 20.
Sprout. 23, Neglect. 24, Exile. 25, Horse chestnut.
Down - 1, Please. 2, Equal. 3, Ottoman. 4, Duck. 5, Roast.
6, Nullify. 7, Easter. 13, Vinegar. 15, Express. 16, Clinch
17, Street. 19, Crepe. 21, Onion. 22, Itch.

Office: 035494 3120
Mike: 0408 316 394
Brendan: 0427 794 479
Nathan: 0409 525 805

For all Earthmoving works including:

e Shed pads, sheep yards, house pads
e Dam construction and fill in, channel fill in

e Driveways and roads

e Supply and Delivery of gravel, sands and quarry materials.

ride. As the city moves into a
crisis and his students remain
unteachable, Tom’s life is
turned upside-down when he
rescues a penguin from an oil-
slicked beach.

On returning to the school,
the bird’s loyalty and presence
forces Tom to confront his
own repressed past and
awaken to the responsibilities
of personal and political
change.

Directed by Peter Cattaneo,
“The Penguin Lessons” is a
delightful story delivered with
warmth, wit and subtle insight.

“The Penguin Lessons”( M
122mins | Comedy|Drama)
screens Saturday, May 17, 8
p.m. | Sunday, May 18, 2 p.m.
| Tuesday, May 20, 8 p.m..

Backing Men’s Sheds
to Grow and Thrive

The State Government is backing men’s health and wellbeing with new
grants to strengthen and expand men’s sheds across the state.

Member for Northern Vic-
toria Jaclyn Symes announced
that applications are open for
the 2025-26 Men’s Shed
Funding Program and is en-
couraging Men’s Shed’s from
across the northern Victoria
region to apply for funding.

More than $860,000 is
available to build new sheds,
upgrade or extend existing
facilities, and purchase ma-
chinery and equipment to help
sheds grow and thrive.

The program prioritises
projects that tackle social iso-
lation and deliver real value
for local communities —
especially in areas with lim-
ited spaces for people to come
together.

Some examples of past re-
cipients include $47,000 for
upgrades to the Mansfield
Men’s Shed and $26,000 to

Ouyen Men’s Shed to replace
aroofand install an air condi-
tioner.

With more than 360 men’s
sheds across Victoria, these
spaces continue to provide
connection, inclusion and
support for men who might
otherwise be at risk of isola-
tion.

“Men’s sheds are so much
more than just buildings —
they’re places where friend-
ships are formed, skills are
shared and people look out for
one another,” said Member
for Northern Victoria Jaclyn
Symes.

“We’re proud to support
the incredible work Men’s
Sheds do in local communi-
ties across Victoria — helping
men stay connected, healthy
and supported.”

The Government’s Men’s

e Jaclyn Symes.

Shed Funding Program has
provided more than 500
grants to support sheds and
support the Victorian Men’s
Shed Association.

For more information or to
apply, visit: providers.dfth.
vic.gov.au/mens-shed-pro-
gram.

Council’s Draft Plan
On Public Exhibition

At its Council Meeting on Wednesday, May 8, 2025, Buloke Shire Council
endorsed its draft Council Plan 2025-2029, 2025/26 Annual Budget and
Rates and Revenue Strategy 2025-29 for public exhibition.

The three draft strategic
documents outline the priori-
ties that Council will strive to
deliver over the coming years
to ensure Council is well-
placed to deliver essential ser-
vices, maintain financial
sustainability and plan respon-
sibly for the future.

Buloke Shire Mayor, Cr
Alan Getley, highlights the im-
portance of these documents
as they set the direction for the
years ahead and reflect what
matters most to the Buloke
community.

Proud to Present

“We are proud to present
our new draft Council Plan,
Annual Budget and Rates and
Revenue Strategy to our com-
munity,” Cr Getley said. “And
we are grateful to all who re-
cently shared their thoughts
and ideas through our surveys,
workshops, community sum-
mit and conversations.

“This input has helped
shape these draft strategic doc-
uments and we encourage
everyone to take a look at
them and make a submission
to Council.”

In response to the commu-
nity  feedback  received,
Buloke Shire Council will
develop a Municipal Public
Health and Wellbeing Plan as
a standalone document later
this year rather than integrate
it with the Council Plan, as it
has done previously. This is to
provide greater focus and
guidance to Council in main-
taining and improving the
health and wellbeing of the
Buloke community.

Copies

Copies of the Draft Council

Plan 2025-2029, Revenue and

Rates Strategy 2025-2029 and
2025/26 Annual Budget and
can be downloaded from the
council website at
www.buloke.gov.vic.au

Hardcopies can also be
viewed at the Wycheproof
Customer Service Centre, 367
Broadway, Wycheproof or re-
quested by contacting Buloke
Shire Council on 1300 520
520 or buloke@buloke.
vic.gov.au

Submissions must be re-
ceived in writing no later than
5 p.m. on Thursday, May 29,
2025 and can be provided in
the following ways:

* Email to buloke@buloke.
vic.gov.au

* In person by placing a
submission in the box at the
Wycheproof Customer Ser-
vice Centre, 367 Broadway,
Wycheproof.

* By mail addressed to the
Buloke Shire Council, PO Box
1, Wycheproof, Victoria 3527.

Following the consultation
and review period, the draft
Council Plan 2025-2029, Rev-
enue and Rating Strategy
2025-29 and 2025/26 Annual
Budget are scheduled for
adoption at the Council Meet-
ing on Wednesday, June 18,
2025.
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and We

Anderson (90)

J

Bill Anderson

HAPPY 90™

BIRTHDAY
14/05/2025

What an amazing
milestone.
Enjoy your special day.
—Love Mark, Glenda,
Alyssa, Dave, Seth, Remy,
Miceala, Matt, Alliahna,
Jaxon and Cade;
Kevin, Trish, Kendra,
Jezza, Ava, Jax, Lucas,
Larns, Alby, Odie and
Teagan,
Dale, Megan, Rowie,
Cooper and Colby.

DEATH
BURNNARD (Diwell).—
Sandy
Passed away 03/05/2025

Loving sister and sister-
in-law of Jenny & Greg
(dec.).
Matt & Sally and families.

Rest easy Sandy.

Loved aunty of |:

GARAGE SALE
2 Meyer St, Donald
(entry Waddell St.,
via shed opposite DPS)
Saturday, May 17
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Furniture, household &
kitchen items and lots
more.

Come and Join Us
to meet

Robyn Howarth

I i
' !
' !
[ [
i Author “Faraday” |
I (kidnapping survivor). |
: Friday, June 6 :
[ 10.30 a.m. [
I DONALD SENIOR I
: CITIZENS CENTRE :
I i
' !
' !
' !
[ |
! !

: Followed by lunch at the
Mt. Jeffcott Hotel
| RSVP May 29 to M. Arnel
Ph. 0427 985 274
Organised by
Donald Probus Club

Donald High School

ROTTEN RITIN
COMPETITION

Open to students, parents, teachers and
wider community members

~ Comedic writing competition ~ 4 categories
~ 150 words or less each piece.

1. Worst Community Story Starter: Open to Everyone
2. Worst Community Poetry: Open to Everyone

3, Worst Student Story Starter: DHS students only
4. Worst Student Poetry: DHS students only

Deadlines close Friday, May 30 via email to
Christopher.rodger@education.vic.gov.au or
written submissions to DHS, Camp St, Donald
attention Christopher Rodger.

Don't forget to include your name, contact details
and the category you're entering.
Further details see article on page 2.

\Q';l
JOHN SANDS
If you know someone celebrating a special anniversary, let us know at

Donald Newsagency & Emporium

For all your Greeting Cards, Wraps, Ribbons and Stationery needs.
37 Woods Street, Donald. 'Phone 54971510.

REX THEATRE |, 30-34 High St. Charlton
03 5491 2333
boxoffice@rextheatre.org.au

CHARLTON rextheatre.org.au

AMBULANCE PHONE NO.

000

Printed and published for the propri-
etors by Robin Letts, at the office of
“The Buloke Times”, 6 McCulloch
Street, Donald.

SOLICITOR

116 Napier Street,
St. Arnaud
Experienced practical
advice in plain English

Appointments also
available in Charlton,
Donald and Wycheproof
Ph. 5495 2595

Karen@klp.net.au

Enjoyment & Employment — \
Have Both, Shop in Your
Own Town! /

@The Buloke Times

Commercial

Est. 1875

Printers

Call in and see our experienced staff for all your commercial
printing at competitive prices. Free quotes given.

* Letterheads

* Receipt Books
* Statements

* Posters

* Business Cards

* Brochures

* Account Books
* Pamphlets

* Docket Books
* Envelopes

* Personalised Stationery
* Programs

* Membership Cards

* Raffle Books

FULL COLOUR PRINTING

To discuss your printing needs, ring 5497 1222 (Donald), or call in at our office in McCulloch
Street, or see Simone at the Birchip Business and Learning Centre, in Cumming Avenue, Birchip.

6 McCulloch Street, Donald Phone 5497 1222 Email: art@buloketimes.com

Henry

ST JOSEPH’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, CHARLTON

OUTFITTING MEN SINCE 1959

|
S2 million raised
for those in need

The annual What A Pair
campaign is underway for
the month of May, raising
awareness and support for
women in trades, and the

importance of regular
breast checks.

Donated to
$ Breast Car_\c_er
Care Inosypancien

Just ring or email mensland@iinet.net.au and we will deliver your order.

For Promotions, Specials and

Competitions,  us on Facebook F|nd us on ﬁ

70 Woods Street, Donald — 5497 1211
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Motel Accommodated
Coach Tours

‘Pick up and return to your home’
Request the itinerary for the many tour highlights

SPLENDID SINGAPORE
10 days Tuesday 1st July $7870
Highlights: Luxury Hotel Accommodation,

Stunning Singapore, City Lights Tour, Botanic &
Orchard Gardens, Singapore River Cruise, Raffles
Hotel High Tea, The Singapore Zoo, Singapore
Flyer, Marina Bay Sands Lookout, S.E.A. Aquarium,
Changi District, National Museum of Singapore,
Gardens by the Bay, English Speaking Guides.

DARWIN via CENTRAL AUSTRALIA

15 days Monday 28th July $9460
Highlights: Central Australia, Coober Pedy,
Ayers Rock, Kings Canyon, Alice Springs, West
MacDonnell Ranges, Tennant Creek, Katherine
Gorge Cruise, Kakadu, Yellow Waters Cruise,
Darwin, Mindil Market, Litchfield National Park.

COOBER PEDY, AYERS ROCK,

ALICE SPRINGS

9 days Monday 28th July $6215
Highlights: Adelaide, Port Augusta, Central
Australia, Coober Pedy, Umoona Opal Mine,
Ayers Rock, Kings Canyon, Alice Springs, West
MacDonnell Ranges, Standley Chasm, Alice
Springs Reptile Centre, Alice Springs Desert Park,
Royal Flying Doctor Service, Alice Springs School
of the Air, Alice Springs Telegraph Station.

PERTH & SOUTH WEST COAST

15 days Friday 29th August $7540
Highlights: Perth, Gloucester Tree, Margaret River
Chocolate Factory, Cape Leeuwin and Lighthouse,
Pemberton Timber Mill, Valley of the Giants,
Albany, Whale Watching Cruise, Esperance,
Kalgoorlie, Super Pit Tour, Great Australian Bight,
Nullarbor, Port Augusta, Adelaide, Mannum.

CAPE YORK AND THURSDAY ISLAND

10 days Sunday 21st September $6460
VIETNAM

17 days Tuesday 23rd September $8690

NORFOLK ISLAND
(No passport required)
10 days Saturday 25th October $6290
NEW ZEALAND DISCOVERY

19 days Thursday 30th October $11,750
SAPPHIRE COAST

9 days Saturday 15th November $4620

PLUS MANY MORE TOURS AVAILABLE —
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION

e Tour costs include: luxury coach travel, motel
accommodation twin share, admissions, air
fares and meals as per itineraries.

e Pick up and return to your home.

e For bookings or to request a full itinerary that
details the many tour highlights, please contact
Brendan’s Australian Tours, Ararat.

Brendan’s Australian Tours
Toll Free 1800 981 187 / Ararat

www.brendanstours.com.au

Charlton Ladies Golf

A cool day with intermittent light showers saw eleven ladies play Wednesday Stableford events.

Captain Wendy Laffin was
the winner with 33 points
after 18 holes, whilst Chris
McGurk followed up a super
pennant round on Monday
with 22 points after 12 holes.

Nearest the pin on the 7th
was Alison Tormey with a
lovely past-the-hole shot.

A competitive pennant
round at Wedderburn saw the
Charlton team up 2:1 against
Sea Lake in the morning. The
afternoon round again saw
Charlton 2:1 against locals
Wedderburn. These results
saw Charlton placed second
on the ladder.

Next week’s round against
St Arnaud and ladder leader
Donald will be another chal-
lenge for the team at Birchip
in the autumn warmth. ‘

* Captain Wendy Laffin with Chris McGurk.

Green Nitrate Fertiliser Breakthroughs:

Call for Caution

[From Monash University]
Monash University scientists are urging caution around recent claims of breakthroughs in green
nitrate fertiliser production, warning there is more work to do before the concept is market-ready.

Research by the Monash
School of Chemistry has re-
viewed 50 published studies
claiming to have produced
green nitrate fertilisers, and
found none that successfully
resulted in a sustainably-pro-
duced alternative to existing
products.

Critical Role
Nitrate fertilisers play a
critical role in helping the
agriculture industry meet
global production demands.

With the current manufac-
turing process accounting for
around 2 per cent of global
greenhouse gas emissions, the
task of finding a suitable
green alternative is immense.

Researchers are working
on producing nitrate directly
from air and water using re-
newable energy, but serious
contamination flaws have re-
sulted in naturally occurring
atmospheric contaminants in-
correctly being recorded in
the final product.

Monash Associate Profes-
sor Alexandr Simonov said
the difficulty lies in the enor-
mous energy required to
break the nitrogen gas
molecule.

Disruptive Innovation

“What we need to see in
the research is disruptive in-
novation in the material and
process designs to achieve
this important goal,” Associ-

ate Professor Simonov said.

“Invention of a commer-
cially viable green nitrate
technology is a longed-for
trophy for both academia and
industry.”

Monash Research Fellow
Dr Mattia Belotti said a regu-
latory framework of practical,
low-cost recommendations
could help researchers escape
the pitfalls plaguing the field.

“We want to support inno-
vation by helping researchers
get it right from the start,” Dr
Belotti said.

“The path forward requires
careful, well-designed science
and we need to be realistic
about where we are and what
still needs to be done.

A Gift to |ast a Year!

A subscription to . . .

is an ideal gift for your son or daughter who is about
to leave the family home.

It can also enable family members and friends living
elsewhere to keep in touch with news and developments
occurring throughout the region.

Call in the “The Times” Offices,
Donald or Birchip

or phone 5497 1222 for details.

Before the Crucial Fire Services Levy Vote...

Farmers Urged to Speak Up

The Victorian Farmers Federation (VFF) is calling on all farmers to
make their voices heard in a final push against the proposed Fire Services
Property Levy changes, with a parliamentary vote expected next week.

The proposal has already
sparked widespread backlash
from the farming community,
with concerns the levy will
disproportionately impact pri-
mary producers and rural
landholders.

In recent days, farmer-led
protests have been gaining
momentum, including a
planned demonstration on the
steps of Parliament in Mel-
bourne on Tuesday 13th May,
a delegation to the Bendigo
office of the Victorian Pre-
mier, Jacinta Alan and a letter
drop to the office of Ripon
MP Martha Haylett in Mary-
borough. This represents true

grassroots lead opposition to
an unfair tax as rural people
say enough is enough.

VFF President Brett Hosk-
ing said now is the time for
farmers to contact their local
MPs and express their oppo-
sition before it’s too late.

“There’s already been a
huge amount of noise about
this, and rightly so. The pro-
posed changes are simply un-
fair on farmers who are
already under pressure from
rising input costs, rate hikes
and climate challenges,” Mr.
Hosking said.

“We’re urging all rural
Victorians to take action now;
write or call your local MP.
Let them know how this will
affect your business, your
family, and your community.”

“I’ve had farmers reach
out to me telling me this new
tax will mean one less full
time employee on their farm.

That’s one less family in the
local school, less support in
the local community and im-
portantly less volunteers on
CFA tankers when our com-
munities are under threat.”

The VFF says the levy will
increase the financial burden
on farmers without delivering
improved services or account-
ability in return.

“This is our last chance to
make sure regional voices are
heard loud and clear before
the vote,” Mr. Hosking said.

Farmers can find contact
details for their local MPs at
www.parliament.vic.gov.au or
use the VFF template.

The rally opposing in-
creases to the Fire and Emer-
gency Services Levy will be
held at 11:00 a.m. today, May
13, 2025, on the steps of Par-
liament House, Spring Street,
Melbourne.

“At a minimum, we need
better contamination controls
so we aren’t getting these
false positives and investing
in ineffective strategies.”

Sir John Monash Distin-
guished Professor Douglas
MacFarlane said green nitrate
could revolutionise the agri-
cultural industry.

Portable Unit

“A portable unit for green
fertiliser synthesis powered
by a solar panel would allow
a farmer to become indepen-
dent from large scale fertiliser
supply, cutting the costs and
increasing the security of
national food production,”
Professor MacFarlane said.

“However, we are not
there yet, and researchers
might need to rethink the
strategies currently explored
in this critically important
field.”

Read the paper at https://
doi.org/10.1016/j.joule.2025.
101924

Your
Blood is
Worth
Bottling

If you are visiting Ballarat
or Bendigo and have a bit
of time to spare, a trip to
the Blood Bank would be a
very rewarding experience.

You will need to book, by
phoning 13 14 95.

Australian Red Cross

BLOOD SERVICE

E-Mailers!

Contributors sending
stories and photos to
the “Times” via E-mail
are reminded to include
identifications of any
people in photographs.
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Year 7 Scientists “On Fire”

Year 7 scientists at Donald High School spent Term 1 learning about

“Safety in Science”.

Late in Term 1 they gained Well done to all students
their Bunsen Burner Licences | on remembering all the safety
after a competency test. rules and the correct way to

Well, it was about time | light a Bunsen Burner and use

that the Year 7 scientists con- | 1t t0 heat a substance.

ducted an experiment using To stay up to Qate on cur-
the Bunsen Burner. Students | rent Donald High School
investigated “Which Flame is | N€Ws, subscribe to the
Hotter?” And of course, it’s | newsletter and follow the

the “blue” flame! Facebook page.

e Left: Riley Jones and Paul
Watson.

* Below left: Max Reilly and
Harvey Niero.

* Above right: Group shot with their licences. Back row, Max Reilly, Riley Jones, Harvey Nero, Toby Lydom, Harley Roberts
(Professor Bones), Middle row, Paul Watson, Caleb Michaels, Ellie Burke, Erin Clark, Isabelle Sandy, Front row: Laikyn Holland,

River, Stirling Karleisha Anderson, Marnie Harmer.

e Madeline Morton and Ellie Burke.

e Erin Clark and Marnie Harmer:

Mary Joins the
Centenarians

Mary Margaret McGrath (nee Harty) was
born at Donald on the 23rd of January 1925. She
recently celebrated her 100th birthday anniver-

Coloured Photographs

Copies of "Times" photos can be
purchased from our office/s.

Photos not published may also
be available.

Call in to our offices,
McCulloch Street, Donald,
phone 5497 1222;
or Cumming Avenue, Birchip,
phone 5492 2735
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sary with her extended family.

Mary grew up on her
parent’s farm at Corack East.
Mary attended the local
school at Corack East and
later boarded at St Mary’s in
Donald. She married Frank
McGrath of Lake Marmal, at
St Mary’s, Donald on the 17th
May, 1950.

They had eight children to-
gether, so her recent 100th

birthday celebrations in Mel-
bourne were a large affair
with five separate events in-
cluding a high tea; a “happy
hour” at the Mary McKillop
nursing home, a party for 130
extended family and friends,
a family lunch, and finally her
daughter’s choir sang a spe-
cial selection of her favourite
songs!

* Mary Margaret McGrath.

Order Your
Rubber
I Stamps

from the

“BULOKE TIMES”

McCULLOCH STREET,

DONALD - 5497 1222
Range of type to choose from




* Dom Merlino serves a customer in the Royal Café c. 1960. Photo by Alan Inglis.

Historial Enquiries

Visitors to the Donald archives in April included Diane Martin, who wanted to look at the

history of the Walkers and Avon Plains.

Also John Francis Sweeney, descendant of the original owner of the Shamrock Hotel who
wanted to look at our history on the Sweeneys.

Nancy and John Merlino travelled to Donald, by train and bus from Newport. They stayed
the night in the motel and then spent the evening and the next day wandering around, looking
for familiar places and renewing old acquaintances.

John came to Australia in 1962 to join his older brother, Dom (Domenico), and sister, Cathy

at The Royal Café in Donald.

The Merlinos left Donald in 1964 and the Motti family then took over the Royal Café. John
and Dom set up a similar business between them in Melbourne but when they married they went
their separate ways and John and Nancy bought a fruit shop at Newport. Dom, who was one of
the older ones of 9 children, has died and so has Cathy.

All three Merlinos married in Melbourne. John is the youngest of the 9 children and is still
very fit. He and Nancy have talked often to their children about returning to Donald and finally

they decided to wait no longer.

Nancy visited the “Clothes Bin” where Sandra Harris, learning that the Archives was closed,
rang Anne Walsh, who immediately came in to meet them, as she remembered Dom, Cathy and
John vividly. The Royal Café was where Anne and her siblings spent their lolly money on Fridays
and Sunday mornings. John told Dom’s story as follows.

Jack Paino had returned to Italy for a visit and Dom and John’s father begged him to get some
of the Merlino children to Australia. Jack said that he would organise it and in 1956 he sponsored
Dom and sent him to Ouyen to work in Lamaro’s shop, which was Grace Paino’s brother’s business.

Soon after Dom joined the Victorian Railways, but after a certain time he had to sit a written
exam. Dom’s English was still poor and he could not write in English so he lost the job. He

‘ came back to Donald and Jack put him to work with George Viola in The Royal Café. Jack had

Community Update

Notice of an
Application for a
Planning Permit

The land affected by the application is located at
Aitken Avenue, Donald VIC 3480 (Apex Park).

The application is for a permit for the Proposed
tourism structure (Mallee Mounted Machinery
Trail).

Draft Council Plan,
Annual Budget and
Rates and Revenue
Strategy on Public

Exhibition

The Draft Council Plan 2025-2029, Revenue and
Rates Strategy 2025-2029 and 2025/26 Annual
Budget are currently on public exhibition and
open for submissions.

Copies can be downloaded from the council
website at www.buloke.govwic.au

Hardcopies can also be viewed at the Wycheproof
Customer Service Centre, 367 Broadway,
Wycheproof or requested by contacting Buloke

The application reference number is PA25013.

You may view the application and supporting
documents on the Buloke Shire Council website
https://buloke.greenlightopm.com/planning or by
making contact with the office of the Responsible
Authority, Buloke Shire Council, Wycheproof on
1300 520 520.

This can be done during office hours and is free of
charge. Any person who may be affected by the
granting of the permit may object or make other
submissions to the Responsible Authority.

RBuloke..

Shire Council on 1300 520 520 or
buloke®buloke.vic.gov.au

Submissions must be received in writing no later
than 5pm on Thursday 29 May 2025 and can be
provided in the following ways:

« Email to buloke@buloke.vic.gov.au

« In person by placing a submission in the box at
the Wycheproof Customer Service Centre,
367 Broadway, Wycheproof.

« By mail addressed to Buloke Shire Council,
PO Box 1, Wycheproof, Victoria 3527.

Following the public exhibition period, the Draft
Council Plan 2025-2029, Revenue and Rating
Strategy 2025-29 and 2025/26 Annual Budget are
scheduled for adoption at the Council Meeting on
Wednesday 18 June 2025.

An objection must be made to the Responsible
Authority in writing, include the objectors name
and contact details, include reasons for the
objection, and state how the objector would be
affected. An online submission form is available
on the Planning page of the Buloke Shire Council
website.

The Responsible Authority will not decide on the
application before: 29 May 2025.

If you object to the application, the Responsible
Authority will tell you it’s decision.

/ 8‘\\ Employment
A R Opportunities
<= ~ with Buloke

Council is an equal opportunity employer.
Our roles are non-gender specific, and Council
encourages all suitably qualified applicants

to apply. For more information on equal
opportunity, call Human Resources on 1300
520 520.

You can find all current employment
opportunities at www.buloke.vic.gov.au/
employment

Applications can be lodged by:
Mail - PO Box 1, Wycheproof
VIC 3527 or

Email - recruitment@buloke.vic.gov.au

3 BULOKE
éﬁ" SHIRE COUNCL

@00

Phone: 1300 520 520
www.buloke.vic.gov.au

Systems Administrator
Permanent (Full Time) - From $100k pa
(+ statutory superannuation)

—> Applications Close: 30 May 2025

We are looking for a motivated person to
provide support and assist with the design,
implementation and management of ICT
enabled projects on a permanent full-time
basis. The position will be based out of
Councils Wycheproof Office and has flexibility
to support hybrid work.

Manager People and Culture
Permanent (Full Time) - Salary package in the
range of $130k - 146k pa

—> Applications Close: 30 May 2025

We are seeking someone to lead change,
inspire our people, and foster a culture that
supports high levels of employee engagement
and performance.

The successful applicant will provide critical
leadership to the organisation and our People
and Culture Team. Responsibilities include
organisational design and development, human
resources, performance management, OH&S,
reward and recognition and HR systems.

Team Leader Road Services (North)
Permanent (Full Time) - From $89,000 pa
(+ statutory superannuation)

—> Applications Close: 26 May 2025

We are looking for a proactive individual to
provide leadership and direction to our Road
Services Team.

The role will ensure the planning and
coordination of its maintenance and
construction crews and the delivery of
Council’s Road Preventative Maintenance
program, including grading and patrol activities
as well as facilitate timely inspections and
response of Council’s local road network.

Heavy Plant Operator (Road Services)

Permanent (Full Time) - From $31.75 per hour
(+ statutory superannuation)

—> Applications Close: 23 May 2025

We are seeking a self-motivated individual,
responsible for the safe and efficient use of
heavy road plant, operating as part of our Road
Services crew.

The successful applicant will carry out routine,
preventative maintenance and improvements
to local Council roads to ensure safe local road
networks in accordance with Council’s Road
Management Plan.

owned this business but had sold it to George. Dom
and George were getting on well but then George
said that he would like to sell the business and move
on.
Dom decided to buy it and Jack Paino lent him
the money and said that he could pay it off in his
own time with no interest being charged. The busi-
ness was going well and Dom thought that he
needed a delivery vehicle. He headed off down to
the Holden garage to buy a ute. Jack saw him walk-
ing and asked him where he was going. Jack then
insisted that Dom could have use of his ute when-
ever he needed it. Jack was very good to Dom and
Dom prospered so much so that his two siblings,
Cathy and John came to Australia to join him.

The late Alan Inglis took two photos of Dom in
the interior of his shop and we will reproduce one
here. Nancy and John were thrilled to see the two
photos and asked for copies. They also enjoyed
Anne relating her story of meeting John at the Es-
sendon Airport in January, 1965, not long after he
had left Donald. Anne’s mother had taken her
brood, accompanied by her aunt, to look at the
planes at the airport. Later on, the aunt decided to
buy everyone an ice cream and began to jostle her
way to the front of the queues at the kiosk. John
came along and recognized his old friends from
Donald and insisted that he would buy the ice
creams. The aunt was accosted by this unknown
man, with a very thick accent, who insisted that she
should step aside and that he was buying the ice
creams. She retreated and came back for an expla-
nation from her niece. It was a very funny day and
the Walsh family remember it well. John did not re-
member it, however, but he does remember painting
a sign in front of the shop and splashing paint on a
young lady’s dress. He thought that she may have
been a Walsh. John and Nancy intend to return to
Donald some day with their children and grandchil-
dren. James Merlino, the politician, is not related to
John but he would be a distant cousin, Nancy
thought.

%

Sharee Stinger, Harper’s maternal great grand-
mother, was born near Donald in 1885. The place
of birth was said to be in the Narraport Parish but
must have been almost in Corack. The surname was
King but Sharee has been told that her great-great
grandfather was a Chinese man called Tommy Ah
King. Sharee was happy to find that there was a
Tommy Ah Sing, a market gardener, in our “Donald
Times” indexes. There was little information on
him but this is a possible clue in finding out more
about her great, great grandparents.

%

Paul Power tells an interesting story about his
great-great grandfather, Norman Liddle Sr. Paul is
the son of Leigh Power and Millicent Liddle. His
grandparents were John Liddle and Louisa Liddle.
Louisa was a midwife and ran a private hospital at 25
Houston St in the early 1900s. Family history has it
that Norman William Liddle Sr., a Gallipoli veteran
(enlistment number 747), was aboard the 3rd boat to
land at Gallipoli on the 25th April, 1915 and returned
to Donald some time later where the town turned out
to welcome him home. Days later he was admitted
to hospital with a mild case of footrot, fortunately,
the only injuries he suffered during his war service.
One of the more interesting facts of Norman’s service
was that he returned to Donald with a bicycle from
the front line which is now housed at the War Memo-
rial in Canberra — the significance of this bike was
that it did not have rubber wheels but springs on rims
and that this was important intel for our military who
were able to ascertain that our enemies were running
low on rubber and other materials.
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 The crowd listening on as Jock told his tale.

“From Footy Fields to
Stawell Gift Track”

Thirty-nine members attended the Charlton Probus Club’s general meeting on Friday,
May 9, at the Charlton Shire Hall Supper Room. President Kim Wishart welcomed all

present.

The Probus song was sung
and committee reports were
given. Garry Larmour gave a
short talk about the Justice of
the Peace petition. Sue Liv-
ingstone and Pat Saunders
told some jokes and Graham
Curnow recited “The Man
from Snowy River” poem.
Greg Barnard announced the
Footy Tipping results with the
monthly winners being Pam
Rosewall and Kevin Math-
ews. Pat Mathews is the over-
all leader with 51 correct tips.
The lucky number draw was
won by Nick Saunders, and
Gill Gretgrix read the Trav-
ellers’ Farewell.

Guest Speaker

The guest speaker was
Jock Bailey, with the topic
“From Footy Fields to the
Stawell Gift Track.”

Jock and his partner,
Donna, have been proud to
call Charlton home for almost

a year. Their move came
about somewhat unexpectedly
— after selling their home a
few years ago, they had been
watching the property market
around Ballarat, Castlemaine,
and Bendigo. One day, while
Donna was recovering in hos-
pital from yet another leg
surgery, she passed the time
by browsing real estate list-
ings just outside our usual
search area. That’s when she
came across a charming little
place in Halliday Street,
Charlton — and the rest, as
they say, is history.

Jock shared about his con-
nection to the Stawell Gift.
His earliest memories of the
Gift go back to childhood —
watching the races on TV at
his Nanna’s house in Minyip.
He was always a fast runner
during his footy days and
continued playing until he
was 33. Though he had once

* Jock Bailey speaking on the topic of “From footy fields to

the Stawell Gift track”.
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been encouraged to take up
running seriously, football
won out at the time.

Athletics

It wasn’t until Jock’s kids
began competing in school
athletics — then Little Athlet-
ics — that his family became
more immersed in the running
world. He got involved be-
hind the scenes, setting up and
packing away gear, which
eventually led to his daughter
running for Victoria and earn-
ing a chance to compete at
Stawell. From there, they
joined Team Ireland, and all
three of his kids took part in
events. A standout moment
came in 2014 when his
daughter won the prestigious
Stonnington Gift and walked
away with $10,000 in prize
money.

During this time, Jock
faced some health challenges.
A serious back issue eventu-
ally required surgery, but once
he recovered, he gave running
another shot. While the syn-
thetic track wasn’t kind to
him, he found better luck on
the soft grass — just as his
boys began playing for the
Garfield Football Club. His
own fitness improved, and by
2017 he took the plunge and
started running with the Vic-
torian Athletic League (VAL).
It took some time, but he
eventually became competi-
tive, and to date, has proudly
earned seven sashes. He has
also taken on a logistical role
with the VAL as equipment
manager, driving the van full
of gear across the state to help
ensure race meetings go off
without a hitch.

To stay fit during the off-
season, Jock served as the
runner for Garfield’s senior
team.

From cheering on his kids
at Stawell to standing on the
track himself, it’s been a re-
warding and unexpected jour-
ney. The running community
— and events like the Stawell
Gift — have become a big
part of Jock’s life, and he is
grateful for every stride along
the way.

* Noonan family: Charlie and Hamish Noonan with their grandmother, Jenny Noonan.

School Focuses on Mothers

Birchip P-12 School placed a focus on celebrating the mothers in our
lives this past week with writing and crafts activities in class, as well as a
Mother’s Day breakfast and stall.

The annual Mother’s Day
Breakfast, run by the Breakfast
Club co-ordinator Bernadette
Smith, and volunteers served
160 attendees last week. On
offer was a variety of breakfast
options: muffins, pancakes,
fruit and toasties. This event is
a lovely celebration of the
mothers in our community, and
it provides another opportunity
to welcome families into the
school to see their children’s
learning spaces and connect
with other parents.

The Parent Network gen-
erously ran the Mother’s Day

stall again this year. The stall
gives the students the oppor-
tunity to purchase thoughtful
gifts for the mum in their life.
As our student cohort does
not readily have access to a
variety of shops this is lovely
way to allow them the chance
to shop with independence
and practise their numeracy
skills.
Foodbank

Birchip P-12 School is
proud to announce that it has
raised an incredible $2,100 in
support of Foodbank Victoria.
This vital organisation helps

feed more than 69,000 Victo-
rians every single day, in-
cluding support to over 1,000
schools and 533 charity partners.

Birchip P-12 School bene-
fits directly from their gener-
ous support through our
Breakfast Club program.
Funds were raised by the
Student Board with the assis-
tance of the Breakfast Club
coordinator Bernadette Smith,
“Healthy Food Day” lunch
event and catering at one of
the Birchip Community
Leisure Centre’s Thursday
night teas.

* Ferrier family: Darcy Ferrier, Charlie Ferrier and Sam Ferrier with their mother De
Ferrier and Grandmother Robyn Ferrier.

Keep Abreast with
Local Happenings!

Don’t forget Your
Local Newspaper

Available from all district newsagents,
or direct from the “Times” Offices,
Donald or Birchip; or ring the Donald office
(5497 1222) to arrange email or postal delivery.




Art Comes to Birchip Playgroup

Last Friday’s playgroup session at the St Mary’s Parish Centre in
Birchip was filled with colour, creativity, and the joy of discovery, thanks
to a special visit from Jess Khune from “Young Expressions”.

Jess brought with her a
treasure trove of art supplies
and everyday household
items, transforming the morn-
ing into a sensory-rich cele-
bration of artistic play. From
vibrant paints and original
pictures to coloured rice,
lentils, and corn, children had
the chance to explore, create,
and express themselves in
imaginative ways.

Birchip Playgroup focuses
on providing a range of expe-
riences for young children,
with a wide range of activi-
ties, toys, play equipment, and
craft materials available.

Sessions

They offer both non-struc-
tured and Supported Play-
group sessions on Monday
and Friday mornings for fam-
ilies with children from 0-5.
The sessions provide a re-
laxed and welcoming space
where kids can play, learn,
and make friends, and parents
and carers can also socialise
and build connections with
other families in the commu-
nity.

Themed sessions and sea-
sonal activities like this
week’s activity with Young
Expressions help keep the

New Projects
Supporting Tiny
Towns in Victoria

The State Government is making Northern
Victoria’s tiniest towns better places to live, work,
stay and play, by investing in new community-
building projects through the Tiny Towns Fund.

Minister for Regional De-
velopment and Member for
Northern Victoria Jaclyn
Symes announced 14 new
projects are being delivered
through round 2 of the Fund
for towns with populations of
fewer than 5,000 people.

From walking track up-
grades to community centre
renovations, the grants of be-
tween $5,000 and $50,000
will help local communities
across Victoria flourish, and
in many cases, support local
workers during project devel-
opment.

These projects include:

* Yarriambiak Shire Coun-
cil has received $50,000 for
Yaapeet streetscape works.

* Birchip Development
Group has received $50,000
for the Birchip Silo Art pro-
ject.

 Nandaly Public Hall and
Recreation Reserve Commit-
tee of Management has re-
ceived $50,000 for their
tennis court refurbishment
project.

» Ultima Progress Associa-
tion has received $22,720 for
their Memorial Park Stage 1
project.

 Kerang  Historical
Society has received $31,188
for their “I need a roof” pro-
ject.

+ Bamawm Extension
Pony Club has received
$9,610 for their extension of
the recreation reserve project.

¢ Alexandra Park Reserve
Committee Management in
Kerang has received $15,400
for their Wellington Street
Gate project.

“Rural and Regional Vic-
toria has so much to offer,

 Jaclyn Symes.

which is why we’re continu-
ing to support projects that
enhance our tiniest towns,
strengthen community con-
nections and encourage more
visitors to all corners of the
State,” said Minister for
Regional Development Jaclyn
Symes.

“The Tiny Towns Fund is
refreshing community halls,
creating new walking tracks,
upgrading local sporting
facilities and boosting the
regional art scene, making our
smallest towns are great
places to live, work, stay and
play.”

Almost 350 projects are
now being supported through
round 1 and round 2 of the
Tiny Towns Fund across more
than 300 towns.

The fund is a part of the
Government’s record $45 bil-
lion investment over the past
decade in projects and pro-
grams that support regional
and rural Victoria.

For more information about
the Tiny Towns Fund, visit
rdv.vic.gov.au/tiny-towns-

fund

program engaging and fresh,
encouraging children to enjoy
the rhythm of the year
through play and exploration.

Great Way to Connect

Whether you’re looking to
join a regular session or just
curious about what’s on offer,
Birchip Playgroup is a great
way to connect with other
local families and support
your child’s development in a
fun, welcoming environment.
To find out more follow
Birchip Playgroup on Face-
book or for more information
on the facilitated sessions
reach out to Carolyn, the Sup-
ported Playgroup Facilitator,
on 0487 459 772.

e Finn and Anna Beasley playing with the grains.

» Willow Gerbes, Shannon Gerbes, Amaia Taiwhanga, Kiwa Taiwhanga.

SAFEGUARD

YOUR HOME

* Jess Kuhne from Young Expressions with Arti Samuels and Eloise Noonan.
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Taking Care of Your Feet

Looking after your feet is important! After all, they are the workhorses of your body, taking
about 5,000 steps a day. That’s around four kilometres each day! Not to mention that your feet have
to bear the weight of your body every step of the way. In addition, we cram them into shoes and stand
on them for long periods of time. Those hard-working feet deserve a little more attention than you’re
probably giving them. Here’s what you need to know.

When your feet are sore
and aching from standing a lot
during the day, or just because
they’re constrained in shoes
for a long time, a foot bath will
do wonders to revive them.
Add three tablespoons of bi-
carbonate soda to a basin of

hot water and soak your feet
for at least ten minutes.

For extra sore and aching
feet add one tablespoon each
of sea salt and bicarbonate of
soda to a bowl of hot water,
swish around until completely
dissolved then add three to

rash to
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@Treasure

One person’s Trash is
another’s Treasure!

Turn your Trash into Cash by advertising it for sale
in the “Times” classified pages. Phone the Donald
office (5497 1222), or Birchip (5492 2735);
email advertising@buloketimes.com

@00cc0000000000000000000000000000 00
® 0000000000000 00000000000000000000
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five drops of rosemary oil.
Leave to cool slightly and then
soak your feet. After ten min-
utes revive your feet with a
quick dip into a basin of cold
water, and then back again.
Continue doing this as long as
the footbath water remains
hot.

If you don’t have the time
for a footbath, rub rosemary
essential oil or diluted apple
cider vinegar into your feet,
massaging for about five min-
utes, before you take a bath or
shower.

At the end of a busy day, a
self-foot massage is a real
treat. Before you start, how-
ever, your feet should be
bathed to freshen them up.

Add a few drops of rose-
mary oil to some almond oil,
then put a small amount of the
oil mixture in the palm of the
hand and lightly rub the hands
together. Place one under the
sole of the foot and the other
on top. Gently stroke both
hands up to the heel and down
to the big toe several times,
working the oil well into the
foot.

Next, place your hands on
each ankle, thumbs resting on
top. Commence circular
kneading movements all
around the ankle and foot,
then knead up and down the
top part of the foot with your
thumbs, pressing the sole from
beneath with your fingers.

Move to the toes and knead
each one up and down be-
tween your thumb and forefin-
ger. Then wrap your hands
around the foot, so your
thumbs meet the sole, while
your fingers rest on the back,
and knead the entire sole be-
tween your thumbs and fin-
gers. You will need to use
good firm pressure, as the sole
is a heavily padded spot. Rest
your thumbs on the heels and
slide along from the heel to the
toes, moving from the sides of
the foot to the centre of the
soles. Repeat this movement
several times, again using firm
strong strokes.

Repeat procedure with the
other foot.

* Alan Hayes

Remember, when you take
care of your feet, they take
care of you!

Visit Alan on the Net -
www.itssonatural.com

YOUR THREE-DAY TV GUIDE

6:00 News Breakfast 9:00 ABC

m News 10:00 Australian Story m

5:00 Worldwatch 9:00 Great
Irish Interiors (PG) 10:00 Tough
Trains (PG) 11:00 Jewels Of The Alps -

ltaly’s

6:00 Sunrise 9:00 The
Morning Show (PG) 12:00
Seven Noon News 1:00 Farmer Wants A Wife

Morning 12:00

6:00 Today 9:00 Today Extra
(PG) 11:30 NINE News
The F|oor (PG) 1:15 My Way

TEN (5)
(PG) 11:30 Judge Judy (PG) 12:00 Good

10:00 Entertainment Tonight
10:20 MasterChef Australia

10:30 Compass (PG) 11:00 If You're
Listening 11:20 Gruen Nation 12:00 ABC
News 1:00 Call The Midwife (M) 2:00
Restoration Australia 3:00 Claire Hooper’s
House Of Games 3:30 Grand Designs - The
Streets (PG) 4:15 Long Lost Family - What
Happened Next (PG) 5:00 A Bite To Eat With
Alice 5:30 Antiques Roadshow 6:30 Claire
Hooper’s House Of Games 7:00 ABC News

Great Lakes (PG) (In Italian) 12:00
Worldwatch 2:00 The Bride Flights (PG) (In
English/ Spanish) 3:05 The Weekly Football
Wrap 3:35 Plat Du Tour 3:45 The Cook Up
With Adam Liaw (PG) 4:15 Greatest Train
Journeys From Above 5:05 Jeopardy! (PG)
5:30 Letters And Numbers 6:00 Mastermind
Australia (PG) 6:30 SBS World News 7:30
Who Do You Think You Are? (PG)

(PG) 2:30 Border Security - International (PG)
3:00 The Chase UK (PG) 4:00 Seven News
At 4 5:00 The Chase Australia (PG) 6:00
Seven News 7:00 Home And Away (PG) 7:30
Farmer Wants A Wife (PG) 9:00 Doc (M) 10:00
The Agenda Setters 11:00 Accused (M)
12:00 The Act (MA15+) 1:15 Travel Oz (PG)

(PG) 1:30 Young Sheldon (PG) 2:00 Pointless
(PG) 3:00 Tipping Point (PG) 4:00 NINE
News Afternoon 4:30 Tipping Point Australia
(PG) 5:30 WIN News 6:00 NINE News 7:00 A
Current Affair (PG) 7:30 The Floor (PG) 8:45
Australian Crime Stories - The Investigators
(M v) 9:45 Footy Classified (M I) 10:45 NINE
News Late 11:15 The Equalizer (MA15+)
12:05 Young Sheldon (PG)

Chef Bad Chef 12:30 Family Feud (PG) 1:00
10 News First: Lunchtime 2:00 Wheel Of
Fortune 2:30 Lingo (PG) 3:30 10 News First:
Afternoon 4:00 Neighbours (PG) 4:30 The
Bold & The Beautiful (PG) 5:00 10 News First
6:00 Deal Or No Deal (PG) 6:30 The Project
(PG) 7:30 MasterChef Australia (PG) 8:40
The Cheap Seats (M 1) 9:40 FBI: Most
Wanted (M v) 10:40 10’s Late News

7:30 7.30 (PG) 8:00 The Kimberley
2:55

ABC ENTERTAINS (23) SE

Who (PG) 3:40 A Bite To Eat With Alice 4:05
Would | Lie To You? (PG) 4:40 MythBusters
(PG) 5:30 Heartbreak High (PG) 7:00 Hard
Quiz (PG) 7:30 QI (PG) 8:00 Would | Lie To
You? (PG) 8:30 The Cleaner (M |)

3:40 ABC World

News Tonight With
David Muir 4:05 PBS News Hour 5:05 Craig
Charles: UFO Conspiracies (PG) 6:00 Alone
Denmark (PG) (In Danish) 7:05 Jeopardy!
7:30 NITV News Update 7:35 8 Out Of 10
Cats Does Countdown (M 1,s)

2:00 Home Shopping 4:00 NBC Today
1:00 Escape To The
\7TWO (62) Country 2:00 Creek To
Coast 2:30 My Greek Odyssey (PG) 3:30
Harry’s Practice 4:00 Medical Emergency
(PG) 4:30 Better Homes And Gardens 5:30

Escape To The Country 6:30 Bargain Hunt
7:30 Ludwig (M) 8:45 Foyle's War (M)

12:00 Midsomer Murders

(M) 2:00 Death In Paradise
(M v) 3:00 Antiques Roadshow 3:30 Movie:
“Trent’s Last Case” (G) ('52) Stars: Michael
Wilding 5:30 The Travelling Auctioneers 6:30
Antiques Roadshow 7:30 New Tricks (PG)
8:40 The Chelsea Detective (M v)

1:30 The King Of Queens

(PG) 2:00 Becker (PG)
2:30 Frasier (PG) 3:30 Rules Of Engagement
(PG) 4:00 Good Chef Bad Chef 4:30 The
King Of Queens (PG) 5:00 Becker (PG) 5:30
Frasier (PG) 6:30 Neighbours (PG) 7:00
Friends (PG) 8:00 The Big Bang Theory (PG)

ABC FAMILY (22) 3:00 Play School

3:30 Ready,
Steady, Wiggle! 4:00 Andy’s Safari
Adventures 4:25 Builder Brothers Dream
Factory 5:00 Peppa Pig 5:35 Peter Rabbit
6:10 PJ Masks Power Heroes 6:30 The
Adventures Of Paddington 7:00 Supertato

= 0 4:00 Movie:
- “Sometimes
Always Never” (PG) ('18) Stars: Bill Nighy
5:40 Movie: “The Importance Of Being
Earnest” (G) (’52) Stars: Michael Redgrave
7:30 Movie: “The Eagle Has Landed” (PG)

('76) Stars: Jenny Agutter (In Various)

|7MATE (63) 1:30 Outback Opal

Hunters (PG) 2:30 Gem
Hunters Down Under (PG) 3:30 Duck
Dynasty (PG) 4:00 Aussie Lobster Men (PG)
5:00 American Restoration (PG) 5:30 Storage
Wars (PG) 6:00 American Pickers (PG) 7:00
The Agenda Setters 8:00 Outback Truckers

m. 12:00 Movie: “Kong: Skull

Island” (M) (17) Stars: Tom
Hiddleston 2:20 Innovation Nation 2:30 The
Nanny (PG) 3:30 Seinfeld (PG) 4:30 The
Addams Family 5:00 Bewitched 5:30 |
Dream Of Jeannie 6:00 The Golden Girls

(PG) 6:30 The Nanny (PG) 7:30 Seinfeld (PG)

BOLD (53) 8:00 What's Up Down

Under 8:30 Tough Tested
9:30 Jake And The Fatman (PG) 10:30 JAG
(PG) 12:30 In The Dark (M v) 2:30 Numb3rs
(PG) 3:30 Jake And The Fatman (PG) 4:30
Numb3rs (PG) 5:30 JAG (PG) 7:30 NCIS

(M v) 9:30 NCIS: Los Angeles (M v)

6:00 News Breakfast 9:00 ABC

News 10:00 Four Corners
10:45 Q+A 12:00 ABC News 12:30 National
Press Club Address 1:35 Media Watch 2:00
Restoration Australia (PG) 3:00 Claire
Hooper’s House Of Games 3:30 Grand
Designs - The Streets (PG) 4:15 Long Lost
Family - What Happened Next (PG) 5:00 A
Bite To Eat With Alice 5:30 Antiques
Roadshow 6:30 Claire Hooper’s House Of
Games 7:00 ABC News 7:30 7.30 (PG) 8:00

m 5:00 Eurovision Semi Final 1
*Live™ (PG) 7:20 Worldwatch
7:30 Cycling: Giro d’ltalia Highlights 8:30
Worldwatch 10:00 Tough Trains (PG) 11:00
Jewels Of The Alps - Italy’s Great Lakes (PG)
(In Italian) 12:00 Worldwatch 2:00 Dateline
(PG) (In Creole/ English) 2:30 Insight (PG)
3:30 Plat Du Tour 3:35 The Cook Up (PG)
4:05 Jeopardy! (PG) 4:30 Letters And
Numbers 5:00 Cycling: Giro d’ltalia
Highlights 6:00 Mastermind Australia (PG)
6:30 SBS World News 7:30 Alone Australia

m. 6:00 Sunrise 9:00 The
Morning Show (PG) 12:00
Seven Noon News 1:00 Farmer Wants A Wife
(PG) 2:30 Border Security - International (PG)
3:00 The Chase UK (PG) 4:00 Seven News
At 4 5:00 The Chase Australia (PG) 6:00
Seven News 7:00 Home And Away (PG) 7:30
Clarkson’s Who Wants To Be A Millionaire
UK (PG) 8:30 The Front Bar (M I) 9:30
Unfiltered (PG) 10:00 Unbelievable Moments
Caught On Camera (PG) 11:00 St. Denis

mﬂ- 6:00 Today 9:00 Today Extra
(PG) 11:30 NINE News
Morning 12:00 The Floor (PG) 1:15
Innovation Nation 1:30 Young Sheldon (PG)
2:00 Pointless (PG) 3:00 Tipping Point (PG)
4:00 NINE News Afternoon 4:30 Tipping
Point Australia (PG) 5:30 WIN News 6:00
NINE News 7:00 A Current Affair (PG) 7:30
The Hundred With Andy Lee (PG) 8:30 The
Grand Tour (MA15+) 10:00 Wild Cards (M v)
11:00 NINE News Late 11:30 The Equalizer

TEN (5) 10:00 Entertainment Tonight
10:20 MasterChef Australia
(PG) 11:30 Judge Judy (PG) 12:00 Good
Chef Bad Chef 12:30 Family Feud (PG) 1:00
10 News First: Lunchtime 2:00 Wheel Of
Fortune 2:30 Lingo (PG) 3:30 10 News First:
Afternoon 4:00 Neighbours (PG) 4:30 The
Bold & The Beautiful (PG) 5:00 10 News First
6:00 Deal Or No Deal (PG) 6:30 The Project
(PG) 7:30 MasterChef Australia (PG) 8:40
Elsbeth (M v) 9:40 NCIS: Origins (M v) 10:40

Gruen 8:35 The Weekly (PG)
2:50

ABC ENTERTAINS (23)  [E5oum

Who (PG) 4:05 Would | Lie To You? (PG) 4:40
MythBusters (PG) 5:30 Heartbreak High (PG)
7:00 Hard Quiz (PG) 7:30 QI (PG) 8:00 Would
| Lie To You? (PG) 8:30 Unforgotten (M I)
10:05 Friday Night Dinner (PG)

SBS VICE (31) _ [Feiecahingy

News Tonight With
David Muir 4:05 PBS News Hour 5:05 Craig
Charles: UFO Conspiracies (PG) 6:00 Alone
Denmark (PG) (In Danish) 7:05 Jeopardy!
7:30 NITV News Update 7:35 8 Out Of 10

Medical (M) 11:30 Born To Kill? (MA15+)
1:00 Escape To The

7TWO (62) Country 2:00 Sydney
Weekender 2:30 The Yorkshire Vet (PG) 3:30
Harry’s Practice 4:00 Medical Emergency
(PG) 4:30 Better Homes And Gardens 5:30
Escape To The Country 6:30 Bargain Hunt
7:30 Heartbeat (PG) 8:45 Lewis (M v)

(MA15+) 12:15 Young Sheldon (PG)
12:00 Midsomer Murders

m (M s,v) 2:00 New Tricks (PG)

3:00 Antiques Roadshow 3:30 Movie: “The
Last Days Of Dolwyn” (G) ('49) Stars: Edith
Evans 5:30 The Travelling Auctioneers 6:30
Antiques Roadshow 7:30 Yes Prime Minister

10’s Late News 11:05 The Project (PG)
1:30 The King Of Queens

m (PG) 2:00 Becker (PG)

2:30 Frasier (PG) 3:30 Rules Of Engagement
(PG) 4:00 Good Chef Bad Chef 4:30 The
King Of Queens (PG) 5:00 Becker (PG) 5:30
Frasier (PG) 6:30 Neighbours (PG) 7:00
Friends (PG) 8:00 The Big Bang Theory (PG)

ABC FAMILY (22) 3:00 Play School

3:30 Ready,
Steady, Wiggle! 4:00 Andy’s Safari
Adventures 4:25 Builder Brothers Dream
Factory 5:00 Peppa Pig 5:35 Peter Rabbit
6:00 Octonauts 6:30 The Adventures Of
Paddington 7:05 Dino Dex 7:35 TBA

Cats Does Countdown (M |,s)
3:25 Movie:

SBS MOVIES (32) “The Firal

Countdown” (M v) ('80) Stars: Kirk Douglas
5:20 Movie: “Bright Star” (M) ('09) Stars:
Abbie Cornish (In English/ French) 7:30
Movie: “Winter’s Tale” (M s,v) ('14) Stars:
Colin Farrell

7MATE (63) 1:30 Outback Truckers

(PG) 3:30 Duck Dynasty
(PG) 4:00 Aussie Lobster Men (PG) 5:00
American Restoration (PG) 5:30 Storage
Wars (PG) 6:00 American Pickers (PG) 7:00
Pawn Stars (PG) 7:30 Highway Patrol (PG)

8:30 The Force - Behind The Line (PG)

8:40 Midsomer Murders (M s,v)
12:05 Mowe “Godzilla Vs.

m. Kong” (M v) (21) Stars:

Alexander Skarsgérd 2:15 Innovation Nation
2:30 The Nanny (PG) 3:30 Seinfeld (PG) 4:30
The Addams Family 5:00 Bewitched 5:30 |
Dream Of Jeannie 6:00 The Golden Girls
(PG) 6:30 The Nanny (PG) 7:30 Seinfeld (PG)

BOLD (53) 8:00 What’s Up Down

Under 8:30 Tough Tested
9:30 Jake And The Fatman (PG) 10:30 JAG
(PG) 12:30 In The Dark (M v) 2:30 Numb3rs
(PG) 3:30 Jake And The Fatman (PG) 4:30
Numb3rs (PG) 5:30 JAG (PG) 7:30 NCIS

(M v) 10:30 The Weekly Kick-Off

ABC (2) 6:00 News Breakfast 9:00 ABC
News 10:00 Stuff The British
Stole (PG) 10:30 The Weekly With Charlie
Pickering 11:00 Restoration Australia (PG)
12:00 ABC News 1:00 Sherwood (M 1,v) 2:00
Restoration Australia (PG) 3:00 Claire
Hooper’s House Of Games 3:30 Grand
Designs - The Streets (PG) 4:15 Long Lost
Family - What Happened Next (PG) 5:00 A
Bite To Eat With Alice 5:30 Antiques
Roadshow 6:30 Claire Hooper’s House Of
Games 7:00 ABC News 7:30 7.30 (PG)

m 5:00 Worldwatch 7:00 Cycling:

Giro d’ltalia Highlights 8:00
Worldwatch 10:05 Tough Trains (PG) 11:00
Jewels Of The Alps - Italy’s Great Lakes (PG)
(In Italian) 12:00 Worldwatich 1:55 Alone
Australia (M 1) 3:00 Living Black 3:30 Plat Du
Tour 3:35 The Cook Up With Adam Liaw
(PG) 4:05 Jeopardy! (PG) 4:30 Letters And
Numbers 5:00 Cycling: Giro d’ltalia 2025
Highlights 6:00 Mastermind Australia (PG)
6:30 SBS World News 7:35 History’s
Greatest Mysteries (M)

m 6:00 Sunrise 9:00 The

Morning Show (PG) 12:00
Seven Noon News 1:00 Movie: “A Zest For
Death: A Hannah Swensen Mystery” (M v)
('23) Stars: Alison Sweeney 3:00 The Chase
UK (PG) 4:00 Seven News At 4 5:00 The
Chase Australia (PG) 6:00 Seven News 7:00
AFL: Round 10: Gold Coast v Hawthorn
*Live* 10:30 AFL: Post Game 11:00 Kick Ons
11:30 Farmer Wants A Wife (PG) 1:00 Raines
(M h,v) 2:00 Home Shopping 4:00 NBC

mﬁ- 6:00 Today 9:00 Today Extra
(PG) 11:30 NINE News
Morning 12:00 The Hundred With Andy Lee
(M ) 1:00 Drive TV 1:30 Young Sheldon (PG)
2:00 Pointless (PG) 3:00 Tipping Point (PG)
4:00 NINE News Afternoon 4:30 Tipping
Point Australia (PG) 5:30 WIN News 6:00
NINE News 7:00 A Current Affair (PG) 7:30
NRL: Women’s State Of Origin: Sky Blues v
Maroons *Live* 9:35 NRL: Post-Match 10:00
NINE News Late 10:30 Outback Opal

LTI 10:00 Entertainment Tonight
10:20 MasterChef Australia
(PG) 11:30 Judge Judy (PG) 12:00 Good
Chef Bad Chef 12:30 Family Feud (PG) 1:00
10 News First: Lunchtime 2:00 Wheel Of
Fortune 2:30 Lingo (PG) 3:30 10 News First:
Afternoon 4:00 Neighbours (PG) 4:30 The
Bold & The Beautiful (PG) 5:00 10 News First
6:00 Deal Or No Deal (PG) 6:30 The Project
(PG) 7:30 The Inspired Unemployed - The
List (M ) 8:40 Taskmaster Australia (M |,s)

ABC ENTERTAINS (23) 3:05

Doctor
Who (PG) 4:05 QI (PG) 4:40 MythBusters
(PG) 5:30 Heartbreak High (PG) 7:00 Hard
Quiz (PG) 7:30 QI (PG) 8:00 Would | Lie To
You? (PG) 9:00 The Weekly With Charlie

3:30 BBC News At

Ten 4:00 ABC World
News Tonight With David Muir 4:25 PBS
News Hour 5:25 Craig Charles: UFO Conspi-
racies (PG) 6:20 Over The Black Dot 6:50
Jeopardy! 7:15 NITV News Update 7:20
Cycling: Stage 6: Giro d’ltalia *Live*

Today
1:00 Escape To The
7TWO [62) Country 2:00 South
Aussie With Cosi (PG) 2:30 My Impossible
House (PG) 3:30 Harry’s Practice 4:00 Better
Homes And Gardens 5:00 Escape To The
Country 6:00 Bargain Hunt 7:00 Home And

Hunters (PG) 11:30 A Killer Makes A Call (M)
m. 12:00 Midsomer Murders
(M s,v) 2:00 Yes Prime
Minister 3:00 Antiques Roadshow 3:30
Movie: “The Queen Of Spades” (PG) ('49)

Stars: Anton Walbrook 5:30 The Travelling
Auctioneers 6:30 Antiques Roadshow 7:30

9:50 The Cheap Seats (M )
1:30 The King Of Queens

[PEACH (52) gyt ey

2:30 Frasier (PG) 3:30 Rules Of Engagement
(PG) 4:00 Good Chef Bad Chef 4:30 The
King Of Queens (PG) 5:00 Becker (PG) 5:30
Frasier (PG) 6:30 Neighbours (PG) 7:00

Pickering (PG) 9:30 Gruen
3 00 Play School

ABC FAMILY (22)
0 Ready,

Steady, nggle' 4:00 Andy’s Safan
Adventures 4:25 Builder Brothers Dream
Factory 5:00 Peppa Pig 5:35 Peter Rabbit
6:10 PJ Masks Power Heroes 6:30 The
Adventures Of Paddington 7:00 Supertato

SBS MOVIES (32) §=40 Movie:
The

Glassworker” (PG) ('24) Stars: Art Malik (In
Urdu/ English) 5:30 Movie: “The Emperor’s
Club” (PG) ('02) Stars: Kevin Kline 7:30
Movie: “Indecent Proposal” (M 1,s) ('93)
Stars: Demi Moore
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Away (PG) 7:30 Father Brown (M)
1 :00 Pawn Stars (PG)

7MATE l63] 1:30 Highway Patrol (PG)

2:30 The Force - Behind The Line (PG) 3:30
Duck Dynasty (PG) 4:00 Aussie Lobster Men
(PG) 5:00 American Restoration (PG) 5:30
Storage Wars (PG) 6:00 American Pickers

(PG) 7:00 Pawn Stars (PG)

RBT (M [) 8:30 Emergency (M)
12:00 Movie: “Hairspray”

m. (PG) (07) Stars: Zac Efron

2:15 Talking Honey (PG) 2:30 The Nanny
(PG) 3:30 Seinfeld (PG) 4:30 The Addams
Family 5:00 Bewitched 5:30 | Dream Of
Jeannie 6:00 The Golden Girls (PG) 6:30 The
Nanny (PG) 7:30 Survivor 48 (PG)

Friends (PG) 8:00 The Big Bang Theory (PG)
8:00 What's Up Down

BOLD (53) Under 8:30 Tough Tested

9:30 Jake And The Fatman (PG) 10:30 JAG
(PG) 12:30 In The Dark (M v) 2:30 Numb3rs
(PG) 3:30 Jake And The Fatman (PG) 4:30
Numb3rs (PG) 5:30 JAG (PG) 7:30 NCIS
(M v) 10:20 My Life Is Murder (M v)
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Living with the Land

Hel

ping Farmers Hone

Agribusiness Skills

Rabobank’s Rabo Client Councils have partnered with rural training
provider AgriFocused to deliver farm business skills for primary produc-
ers in NSW, Victoria and Tasmania.

The practical online Farm
Office Plus program provides
tools to improve management
of the “office side” of farming
businesses.

The hands-on training aims to
assist with establishing ecasy
record-keeping systems, stream-
lining bill payment and book-
keeping, reduce accounting fees,
minimise filing time and develop
time management skills.

The initiative has been
spearheaded and funded by
food and agribusiness banking
specialist Rabobank’s Rabo
Client Councils, a group of in-
novative, forward-thinking
clients who are passionate
about making a difference in
their communities and who
support initiatives with the
goal of making a meaningful
impact on the vibrancy and re-
silience of rural Australia.

Through the support of the
NSW and Victoria and Tasma-
nia Rabo Client Councils,
farm businesses can sign up
for Farm Office Plus training
at a discounted price. Course
participants do not have to be
Rabobank clients. The dis-
counted positions are limited
to 160 and will be distributed
in order of registration.

Rabobank’s NSW Client
Council member and Gun-
ning-based sheep and cattle
producer Lucy Knight said
there is a “need and thirst”
amongst farmers to build of-
fice administration skills.

“Many farming businesses
are becoming larger, more
complex and operating with
fewer staff — managing the
farm office is not immune
from these pressures — farmers
are looking for ways to

streamline administrative pro-
cesses,” Mrs Knight said.

The Farm Office Plus train-
ing is designed for people who
may have been “battling in the
office for a while and looking
for an opportunity to upskill”,
she said.

Mrs Knight said the train-
ing aims to enhance farmers’
“non-paddock  skills” and
boost their confidence in man-
aging their farm office.

The training will be deliv-
ered by AgriFocused founder
Carmen Quade. Ms Quade has
worked as a university lecturer
in accounting and agribusi-
ness, as well as having ex-
perience in local government,
focused on economic and
community development and
corporate governance. To-
gether with her husband and
family members, Ms Quade is
a partner in a mixed farming
business at Tallimba, in the
Northern Riverina.

Ms Quade said the admin-
istrative requirements of run-
ning a farming business have
grown exponentially.

“Staying on top of finances,
managing the email load and ful-
filling record keeping require-
ments can take a lot of time, often
impacting on farm operations and
family life,” she said.

“Efficient and effective sys-
tems and a better understanding
of tech solutions can win back
hours. And timely information
can lead to less stress and better
decisions.”

Rabobank state manager
for NSW Toby Mendl said
Rabobank’s Client Councils
are helping rural communities
flourish.

“Alongside local Client

What's On

Insights Into Nitrogen Decision Making
Date: June 11, 2025, 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m..
Description: Peter Hayman, SARDI Effective decision

making and risk management is an essential component for

any farm business. Peter provides insights from the nitrogen
sub-project of the national GRDC funded RiskWiSe project.

GRDC online events are topic specific, interactive, inter-
view style discussions that address the application of new and
relevant information to the latest farming systems.

Contact: Matt McCarthy. Email admin@orm.com.au or

phone 03 54416176

Registration: https://events. humanitix.com/grdc-grains-
research-update-online-insights-into-nitrogen-decision-
making?utm_source=grdc&utm_medium=event calendar&u

tm_campaign

GRDC Farm Business Update — Horsham
Description: The GRDC Farm Business Update events
drive innovation and adoption of improved farm business
management practices across the grains industry.
Date: June 18, 2025, 9:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m..

Location: Horsham Town Hall, 71 Pynsent Street, Hor-

sham, VIC, 3400.

Contact: Jane Foster, email admin@orm.com.au, or phone

03 5441 6176.

Registration: https://remote.orm.com.au/EventProCon-
nect/Registrations/Welcome.aspx

*Rabobank’s NSW Client
Council member and Gun-
ning-based sheep and cattle
producer Lucy Knight.

Council members, we engage
in listening and learning about
the key issues that matter most
to our clients, communities
and the broader food and agri-
culture industry,” he said.

Rabobank’s Rabo Client
Council network is focussed
on developing meaningful
grassroots initiatives to sup-
port key themes focusing on
building industry capacity,
championing rural wellbeing,
sustainability and strengthen-
ing the rural/urban connection.

Mr Mendl said the AgriFo-
cused training is “empowering
farmers by providing the tools
and systems that help with the
growing complexity of the ad-
ministrative tasks associated
with farming businesses. Ulti-
mately, this allows them to
make timely decisions, spend
more time in the paddock and
allocate more time on other as-
pects of their business”.

Farm businesses based in
NSW, Victoria and Tasmania
can sign up for the Farm Office
Plus training and receive a $200
discount. This offer is available
until March 2026, or until sup-
ported positions are filled.

To find out more about the
progra, visit: https://agrifo-
cused.com.au/rabobankfar-
mofficeplus/

Stubble Management for Weed Control

(By Cindy Benjamin, WeedSmart)

Having a large cropping program to manage, Jason Coleman keeps their crop
rotation simple and concentrates on optimising their profitability. He constantly re-
assesses their weed management practices and adapts their farming methods to im-
prove the long-term sustainability of their business.

Jason is the third generation of
the Coleman family to farm
“Moascar” in the Temora district
of NSW, along with his wife
Stacey, his parents Peter and Lyn,
and three permanent staff mem-
bers.

The Colemans grow hybrid
canola varieties for their high
yield, and having a highly com-
petitive crop in each paddock
every second year is a very effec-
tive, non-herbicide tactic that pro-
vides  paddock-wide  weed
control.

If weed pressure starts to build
up, the Colemans implement a
double-break tactic of vetch
brown manure followed by
canola to run down the weed
seedbank before returning to
wheat. They are also prepared to
spray out weedy patches in wheat
crops as required, choosing to
sacrifice small areas of the crop
to reduce weed pressure for future
years.

By 2009, the family had
phased out their sheep enterprise
and implemented a controlled
traffic farming system with inter-
row sowing. They use a range of
stubble management tactics to en-
sure even crop establishment and
optimal herbicide application
conditions for early weed control.

“In the last 4 or 5 years, we
have had several big crops in a
row, which has caused stubble
management issues at seeding,”
says Jason.

“Under these circumstances,
we burnt most of the wheat stub-
ble and mulch the canola stubble
with harrows or a Kelly Chain.
Burning the wheat stubble pro-
vides a weed control benefit
similar to narrow windrow burn-
ing, which we have practised for
over 20 years.”

Following a high-yielding
season, a blanket burn in autumn
to reduce the stubble load is also
a cheap non-herbicide tactic that
helps kill weed seeds at and near
the soil surface and reduces slugs.
In lower-yielding years, they
usually harvest low to the ground,
leaving shorter standing stubble,

which interferes less with pre-
emergent herbicide applications
and allows interrow sowing.

If weeds establish in less com-
petitive crops, Jason attaches a
chute to the harvester to collect
the weed seeds into a narrow
windrow. He follows up with a
hot burn of the windrows the fol-
lowing autumn to kill the weed
seeds collected at harvest.

“After attending WeedSmart
Week in 2023, T decided to go
back to 250 mm row spacing after
sowing on wider spacing for the
previous 15 years. The evidence
is clear that the narrower row
spacing gives crops a competitive
advantage over weeds,” says
Jason.

“Having also reduced the
stubble load after big crops, the
tined seeder works well to inter-
row sow on the narrower rows,
and we can use a broader range of
pre-emergent herbicides more ef-
fectively.”

This year, WeedSmart Week is
in Geraldton, WA on July 29 and
30, 2025, showcasing how the
Big 6 tactics are safeguarding the
profitability of large-scale crop-
ping enterprises.

Having noticed areas around
the farm that consistently grew
poorer crops and allowed more
ryegrass to grow, Jason has been
grid sampling the farms for
several years to identify areas of
low soil pH. They have imple-
mented a liming program on their
predominantly red loam and red-
brown clay soils to lift the pH to
around 6 across the farms, to pro-
mote even crop growth and re-
duce the opportunities for weedy
patches to establish.

“Our other recent priorities
have centred on using desiccation
as a strategic weed control tool,
keeping our non-crop areas weed-
free, and monitoring for weeds
more often — recording size, loca-
tion and numbers, across the
farms,” he says.

The Colemans recently pur-
chased a self-propelled Case Pa-
triot 4350 sprayer with pulse
width modulation (PWM). This

technology gives the operator
more flexibility to adjust pressure
without compromising ground
speed and water rate. Turn com-
pensation also helps avoid low-
dose application around trees and
power poles.

In 2020, they purchased a
WEED-IT boom to help them
manage herbicide-resistant weeds
in summer fallow. They use the
double-knock tactic with a blan-
ket spray of glyphosate followed
by the WEED-IT to apply
paraquat with a Group 14 [G]
spike 14 days later to control flea-
bane and any other survivor
weeds. Jason makes it a priority
to treat weeds before they grow
large or become stressed.

The Colemans are contending
with patches of glyphosate-resis-
tant annual ryegrass and long-
term resistance to fop herbicides.
Every few years they test their
wild oats and annual ryegrass
populations for susceptibility to
the key herbicides.

With valued input from their
agronomist, Craig Warren from
Nutrien Ag Solutions in Temora,
the Colemans follow a diverse
herbicide program, optimise
spray efficacy, stop weed seed set
and maximise crop competition.

By using all the tactics in the
WeedSmart Big 6 strategy, the
Colemans are keeping weed num-
bers low and reducing the impact
of herbicide resistance on their
farming enterprise.

For more information about
stubble and weed management,
visit the WeedSmart website:
www.weedsmart.org.au

AMBULANCE PHONE NO.

000

Pasture Pathways Program

Meat & Livestock Australia (MLA) has unveiled the new Pasture Pathways program for grazing

advisors, with applications now open from interested groups to participate.

Pasture Pathways is a
unique training and develop-
ment initiative designed to
equip new, graduate, and devel-
oping advisors with additional
skills and knowledge needed to
provide enhanced pasture
agronomy and grazing manage-
ment advice to red meat pro-
ducers across Australia.

According to MLA’s Pro-
gram Manager for Adoption,
Sally Leigo, Pasture Path-
ways is an 18-month develop-
ment program aimed at
addressing the shortage of
pasture and grazing land
management advisors.

“Organisations providing
pasture agronomy and grazing
land management advisory

services are invited to apply
to participate in this innova-
tive program,” Ms Leigo said.
There are up to 10 places
available and the program pri-
oritises participants in North-
ern Australia, with half of
places designated for regions
including Queensland, the
Northern Territory, and north-
ern Western Australia.
“Northern Australia faces
a significant gap in local pas-
ture and grazing land manage-
ment advisory capabilities
compared to the more inten-
sively managed southern
regions,” Ms Leigo said.
“This is due to the dis-
tances in Northern Australia,
the extensive size of grazing

properties and the prevalence
of native pastures, which re-
quire different management.
Expanding advisory services
in northern Australia will be
instrumental in enhancing
local expertise and providing
better support to red meat pro-
ducers in these areas.”

The Pasture Pathways
program commences in July
2025 and concludes in De-
cember 2026. It features:

e Training in MLA pro-
grams and guidance from ex-
perienced advisors.

* Development of personal
skills critical to a sustainable
career in pasture advisory.

* A combination of face-to-
face workshops, online learn-

ing, and self-paced e-learning.
* Networking opportunities
with industry experts, advi-
sors, and MLA managers.
Applications close May 18,
2025. Interested businesses
and individuals can submit an
Expression of Interest to Pro-
gram Manager Ben Reeve at
breeve@meridian-ag.com.au
This program will be man-
aged and delivered by Merid-
ian Agriculture, co-funded by
the MLA Donor Company
(MDC), with training provided
by over 25 industry experts.
Pasture Pathways builds on
MLA’s commitment to sup-
porting innovation and excel-
lence in Australia’s red meat
and livestock sector.
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May 1 Missing money.
Defendant Released on Bond.
Alexander Fore Hamilton was
charged with having at Car-
ron, between March 22 and
26, stolen a £10 note, the
property of George James
Johnson.

Senior-Constable Gibson
conducted the prosecution.
George James Johnson, farm
labourer in the employ of Mr.
M. Burton, said that on Sun-
day, March 22, he went to
Litchfield, having a £10 note
and some silver in his posses-
sion. He did not cash the note.
He spent the evening at Mr.
Darcy’s home and arrived
back at Carron about 1 a.m.,
folding his trousers up and
placing them at the bottom of
his bed. He did not feel in his
pocket to see if the £10 note
had fallen out, although he al-
ways carried it in a pocket
which was buttoned. Four
days later, he went out and
found that the £10 note was
missing, subsequently in-
forming Mr. Burton. Accused
had no authority to take the
note from his pocket.
Constable Morrison said that
at 8 p.m. on April 24 he went
to Carron. He saw the accused
and said “I suppose you know
what we are here for?” and he
said “about Johnson’s £10
note.” He said he knew noth-
ing at all about it, and, further,
that he had sent a £10 cheque
to his mother before the har-
vest. He denied having sent a
£10 note a month previously,
but on being informed that his
mother had made a statement
that she had received a £10
note about that time, he said
he would make a “clean
breast” of it and thereupon
made a statement as follows:
“I am a farm labourer in the
employ of Mr. M. Burton. At
about 6.30 a.m. on March 22,
I saw a £10 note on the floor
of the hut near a box used by
Johnson. I picked it up and
put it in my trousers pocket. I
then put it in an envelope next
day and addressed it to my
mother, handing it to Mr. Bur-
ton to post. I took the £10 be-
cause my mother was hard
up.”

Accused pleaded guilty
and said he wished the case to
be dealt with in Donald. He
had seen the money on the
floor, staring him in the face,
and he had taken it to send to
his mother.

Senior Constable Gibson
said that accused had previ-
ously been convicted and
fined at St Arnaud for having
illegally used a bicycle. Cr.
M. Burton said he known ac-
cused for about eighteen
months, and had always
found him a splendid worker.
Employment had now been
found for him and he had a
position to go to by the first
train. He would go bail for
him if required.

Mr. AJ. Pyers, J.P. said
that he had known the ac-
cused for 3 years, having em-
ployed him for 2 years. He
had always found him a good,
reliable worker and was will-
ing to go bail for him if re-
quired.

Senior-Constable Gibson
asked whether accused was
prepared to make restitution
of the £10 which had been
taken, whereupon the Bench
was informed that Mr. Pyers
would guarantee payment of

the money.

Accused said that all he
had was £3/10/-, which was
owing to him by Mr. Burton,
but that he was willing that it
should be applied to the re-
payment of the £10.
The Bench said that accused
was extremely fortunate in
having Messrs. Pyers and
Burton to speak on his behalf.
He would be sentenced to six
month’s imprisonment, sen-
tence to be suspended on his
obtaining a surety of £25 and
furnishing a personal surety
of £25 to be of good be-
haviour of twelve months.

May 5 Cope Cope School
Annual Concert, (From our
correspondent). On Friday
last the children at the Cope
Cope school presented their
annual concert to a large and
appreciative audience. Al-
though the hall has recently
been enlarged, it was filled al-
most to overflowing.

Miss Olive Goldsbury, a
7th grade pupil at the school,
played all the accompani-
ments in such an efficient
manner that all were delighted
with her performance.

There is no doubt that this
young pianist has a future be-
fore her. In different items the
children more than excelled
themselves, and many items
had to be repeated, thus re-
flecting great credit upon
themselves. The parents and
friends provided supper,
which was handed round at
the close of the concert.
Many thanks are due to all
who in any way helped to
make the evening the success
it was. After supper dancing
was indulged in until a late
hour. It is expected that the
school funds will benefit to
about the extent of £16. Miss
Olive Goldsbury, Mr. A. Pen-
fold, Mr. Pritchard and others
played for the dances.

May 8. Bridge to be Ex-
amined. At the last meeting
of the Donald Shire Council,
the Shire Engineer (Mr. F. W.
Rigg C.E.) reported that re-
pairs had been affected to the
decking of Guthrie’s bridge,
but, in his opinion, further re-
pairs would be required in the
not far distant future. Mr.
Rigg further stated that he
thought some of the piles ap-
peared to be ant-eaten, and it
would be necessary for him to
give them a thorough testing.
Cr. Sproat moved that since
this was a boundary bridge,
the engineer inspect and re-
port on its condition, forward-
ing a copy to the Dunmunkle
Shire in order that they might
be able to sanction whatever
repairs were jointly effected.
Their motion was carried.

May 12 Ho! Ho! Record
Drive. The final hare drive
was held by the Donald
Coursing Club during the
weekend, Laen being chosen
as the hunting ground. There
was a fine muster of 95 per
cent, “good sports”, nets
being set in the first paddock
at 3 p.m. From then on a con-
tinual stream of hares and
quail made its way towards
the nets. Another paddock
across the fence was subse-
quently beaten back, the total
catch being 35 hares. A quick
shift of a mile was then made,
nets being hung on the fence.
Again, hares were plentiful
and boxes re-filled. A mile
distant, nets were again hung
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on the fence, and after a
kindly “sport” had lent a num-
ber of boxes, the beat began
once more. After the final
drive it was discovered that a
grand total of 73 hares had
been secured, 67 being alive
and in fine fettle. The drive
was well attended and formed
a striking contrast to the early-
day drives conducted by the
club when saddle horse, gigs
and buggies were used. In
this instance they were re-
placed by expensive motor
cars and the previous record
catch (56 hares) which had
withstood all assaults since
1913, was easily eclipsed.
Many of the “old originals”
were present, and their ex-
perience at the nets was of
considerable assistance. As
usual foxes were “started”,
and although two got into the
nets, only one was killed. The
Donald Club having all the
hares required for the forth-
coming season, 66 of those
captured in this drive were
immediately dispatched to
Wonthaggi. At 30/- per pair,
this constitutes an item of rev-
enue of £49/10/- to the club,
and will, to some extent, pay
for the improvements which
will shortly be completed.
May 15 A Pioneer Passes.
By the death of Miss Mar-
garet McGowan of Houston
Street meant that another of
the district’s pioneers being
removed from our midst. The
deceased lady, who was the
daughter of the late Mr. and
Mrs. John McGowan was 72
years of age at the time of her
death, which took place on
Friday last, May 8th, at her
home in Donald. She came to
this district with her parents
54 years ago when they set-
tled in the Witchipool area
where she continued to live
prior to moving into Donald
seven years ago. She was
born at Geelong and had prac-
tically never enjoyed robust
health although she reached
such a ripe age. In December
she injured her eye while
splitting a piece of wood, and
her eye remained affected
until the time of her death.
Miss M. McGowan of
Donald, who was a constant
and loving attendant upon her
sister, is left to mourn her loss,
while the other members of
the family were the late James
McGowan and the late John
McGowan of Sea Lake. The
death of Miss McGowan will
occasion regret to a very wide
circle of friends among the
old residents, to whom she en-
deared herself during her life.
May 19 Shearers’ De-
mands. The general secretary
of the Australian Workers’
Union (Mr. E. Grayndler) has
lodged a summons in the
Commonwealth Arbitration
Court for a variation of the
pastoral award and the case is
set for hearing on 19th May.
For shearing flock sheep a
claim has been lodged for £3
per hundred, with proportion-
ate increases for all other
piece-work rates. For shed
hands the rate claimed is £6
per week and keep. A mini-
mum rate of £4/10/-per week
and keep, with provision for
holidays, is claimed for
general station hands. In-
creases of wages are also
asked for wool classers, wool
pressers, wool scourers,
cooks, experts and all allied

occupations.

May 22 No Football Spe-
cial. On Wednesday next
Birchip  will travel to
Watchem, Litchfield-Carron
to Donald and Cope Cope to
St Arnaud. This being so,
there will be no special train
charted. An extra car will be
attached to the “fast” in the af-
ternoon to convey passengers
from Birchip, Litchfield and
Cope Cope, but no special
train will run from St Arnaud
in the evening. Cope Cope
supporters who travel to St
Arnaud will be under the ne-
cessity of returning by car,
while northern supporters and
players will return by the
evening or midnight trains.
Excursion fares will operate
on all these trains.

May 26. Hot Shower In-
stalled. Footballers of the
Donald and visiting teams
will doubtless appreciate the
latest convenience which has
been installed at the show-
grounds by the committee of
the Donald Football Club. It
consists of strongly con-
structed bath heater and
shower, and is quick and con-
venient in action.

May 29. Donald Police
Court. (Before Messrs.
H.R.McDonald, P.M. and
T.W. Cantwell J.P.), S.W.
Fielding junr. was charged
with, having being in charge
of a motor car, having failed
to carry a rear light in the pre-
scribed position as required
by the Act. Constable Morri-
son said that at 7.45 p.m. on
May 2 the defendant’s car was
standing in front of Messrs.
Oakley and Thompson’s of-
fice in Wood Street. No light
was burning. Defendant came
to the car at 10.35 and, when
asked why the rear light was
not on, he said that before
going away he had turned the

lights down and they must
have gone out. Mr Oakley,
who appeared for the defen-
dant, said that Fielding was
not aware that the lights on
his car had gone out, although
it was admitted that they were

not showing when he came
back late in the evening.
He (Mr Oakley) understood
that this was the first prosecu-
tion under this heading in the
district. A fine of £1 was in-
flicted.

North-Central Hockey 2+

Results of round 5 —

Under-12s: Sea Lake-Nandaly 0 def. by St Arnaud 4; Donald
1 def. by Charlton 3; Birchip-Watchem 4 d. Wedderburn 1;

Calder United 5 d. Boort 0.

Underage: Sea Lake-Nandaly 0 def. by St Arnaud 7; Donald
0 def. by Charlton 6; Calder United 0 def. by Boort 3.

Women: Sea Lake-Nandaly 0 def. by St Arnaud 3; Donald 1
def. by Charlton 3; Calder United 3 d. Boort 2.

Men: Sea Lake-Nandaly 0 def. by St Arnaud 7; Donald 7 d.
Charlton 0; Calder United 4 d. Boort 1.

POSITIONS OF TEAMS

Women
P W D L F  For Agst SD Pts WR
Calder United . ... ... 4 4 0 0 O 19 3 16 12100
StArnaud . ... 5 5 0 0 O 17 4 13 15100
Charlton 4 3 0 1 0 16 6 10 9 75
Boort ............. 5 2 0 3 0 19 19 0 6 40
Wedderburn . ....... 4 10 3 0 7 10 -3 3 25
Donald ............ 4 00 4 O 2 1917 0 O
Sea Lake-Nan ...... 4 00 4 0 1 20-19 0 O

Men

Calder United ... .... 4 4 0 0 0 20 3 17 12100
Donald ............ 4 3 0 1 0 1 6 5 975
StArnaud .......... 5 3 1 1 0 19 4 15 10 67
Wedderburn . ....... 4 2 1 1 0 10 8 2 7 58
Boort ............. 5 2 0 3 0 25 7 18 6 40
Sea Lake-Nan ...... 4 00 4 0 1 2524 0 O
Charlton ........... 4 00 4 O 1 34-33 0 O

Underage
Charlton ........... 4 4 0 0 0 26 2 24 12100
StArnaud .......... 4 3 0 1 0 24 123 975
Boort ............. 5 2 0 3 0 14 21 -7 6 40
Donald ............ 5 2 0 3 0 13 23-10 6 40
Calder United . ... ... 4 11 2 0 5 7 -2 4 33
Birchip-Wat .. ....... 4 11 2 0 11 25-14 4 33
Sea Lake-Nan ...... 4 10 3 0 7 21 -14 3 25

Under-12s
Charlton ........... 5 5 0 0 O 10 1 9 15100
Birchip-Wat . .. ...... 5 4 0 1 0 31 5 26 12 80
StArnaud .......... 5 4 0 1 0 17 2 15 12 80
Calder United . ... ... 5 4 0 1 0 17 3 14 12 80
Sea Lake-Nan ...... 5 11 3 0 1 21-20 4 27
Boort ............. 5 1 0 4 0 1 14 -13 38 20
Wedderburn . ....... 5 0 1 4 0 1 8 -7 1 7
Donald ............ 5 00 5 0 3 2724 0 O

North-Central Netball

Last Saturday’s results:
“A” Grade

Donald 49 d. Charlton 39;
Sea Lake-Nandaly 50 d. St Ar-
naud 26; Calder United 42 d.
Boort 38; Birchip-Watchem 48
def. by Wedderburn 54.

“B” Grade
Donald 44 d. Charlton 27;
Sea Lake-Nandaly 35 def. by St
Arnaud 46; Birchip-Watchem 43
def. by Wedderburn 62; Calder
United 40 def. by Boort 53.
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“C” Grade
Donald 52 d. Charlton 49;
Sea Lake-Nandaly 34 d. St Ar-
naud 32; Calder United 46 d.
Boort 28; Birchip-Watchem 44
def. by Wedderburn 55.

“C” Grade Reserves
Sea Lake-Nandaly 72 d. St
Arnaud 19; Calder United 27
def. by Boort 34; Birchip-
Watchem 31 d. Wedderburn 30.

Seventeen-and-Under

Sea Lake-Nandaly 45 def. by St
Arnaud 64; Calder United 61 d.

Boort 26; Birchip-Watchem 73 d.
Wedderburn 26; Donald 18 def. by
Charlton 56.

Fourteen-and-Under “A”
Calder United 11 def. by
Boort 25; Birchip-Watchem 32 d.
Wedderburn 2; Donald 36 d.
Charlton 6; Sea Lake-Nandaly 3
def. by St Arnaud 33.
Fourteen-and-Under “B”
Birchip-Watchem 17 d. Wed-
derburn 14; Calder United 7 def.

by Boort 14; Sea Lake-Nandaly
2 def. by St Arnaud 32.

“C” GRADE RESERVES
Sealake-Nan 5 5 00 0 0 0 250 104 200.48
Boort 3210100122 70 8058
F APts % CalderUnited 4 2 20 0 0 0 135 97 80.35
256 156 20 164 Birchip-Wat 3 1 20 1 0 0 65117 4019
266 208 16 128 Wedderbun 4 1 30 1 0 0 95169 40.14
215 179 12 120 St Amaud 3030100 62172 0012
236 217 12 109
fgg §$§ 2133 SEVENTEEN-AND-UNDER
172 251 4 69 CalderUnited 5 5 00 0 0 0 389 109 20 357
152 280 0 54 St Arnaud 54 100 0 0 271 161 16 168
Boort 54 100 0 0 207167 16 124
Birchip-Wat 5 3 2 0 0 0 0 284 193 12 147
Sealake-Nan 5 2 30 0 0 0 183267 8 69
302 163 20 185 Charlton 523000 0 19719 4 101
260 185 20 141 Wedderbun 5 0 50 0 0 0 138307 0 45
251 204 12 123 Donald 5050000 94363 0 26
238 210 12 113
]33 g?g 13 gg ~ FOURTEEN-AND-UNDER “A”
184 266 0 69 BirchipWat 5 5 00 0 0 0 155 45 20 344
11248 0 45 Boort 550000 0 142 50 20 284
Donald 5320000 131 7212182
St Amaud 532000 0102 62 12 165
CalderUnited 5 2 30 0 0 0 90 94 8 9
f?g ]gi ]g ‘1?25 Wedderbum 5 1 400 0 0 35116 4 30
mrme S 0000 iR
209 199 12 105 arton
fg; ]gg g]gg FOURTEEN-AND-UNDER “B”
156 246 0 64 StAmaud 4 400100 8 12161.83
125 270 0 48 Birchip-Wat 4 4 00 1 0 0 72 21 160.86
Boort 4310100 74 26 120.71
Wedderbun 4 1 21 1 0 0 33 54 60.15
CalderUnited 5 0 32 0 0 0 31 50 40.12
Sealake-Nan 5 0 32 0 0 0 19 83 40.05
Donald 4031100 16 87 2005



* Frances McClelland and Lucy Rickard dressed in pink for PLAY4BCNA Pink Sports Day.

North-Central Sports
Support for Pink Day

On Mother’s Day weekend, North-Central sport clubs came together
for a cause close to many hearts, hosting a vibrant and heartfelt
PLAY4BCNA Pink Sports Day, and the united splash of pink served as a
powerful symbol of community strength, care, and action.

Players, officials and sup-
porters embraced the pink
theme to raise awareness and
funds for Breast Cancer Net-
work Australia (BCNA),
showing their solidarity with
those affected by breast can-
cer.

Courts and fields were
adorned with pink streamers
and balloons, players added
pink socks and pink ribbons
to their uniforms and netball
and hockey umpires donned
pink shirts, making a bold
visual statement in support
of breast cancer awareness.

Each day in 2025, 58 Aus-
tralians will be told they have
breast cancer — amounting to
over 20,000 people this year
alone. Among them, an esti-
mated 217 will be men. These
diagnoses impact not only the
individuals but also ripple
through families, workplaces,
sporting clubs, and entire
communities.

North-Central’s Pink Day
recognised that reality and
used sport as a platform to
make a difference. Whether
participating on the field or
cheering from the sidelines,
every piece of pink helps in-

spire action for a future free
from breast cancer.

The PLAY4BCNA Pink
Sports Day is more than just a
fundraiser — it’s an opportu-
nity for communities to come
together, show support, and
acknowledge the vital role
women play in grassroots
sport.

By embracing this initia-
tive, North-Central clubs
highlighted the power of sport
in promoting awareness, en-
couraging open conversa-
tions, and honouring those
who have been affected by
breast cancer.

One Hundred Years Ago

From the “Birchip Advertiser”, May 15, 1925.

Local and General

Beneficial Rainfall: Dur-
ing last Monday and Tuesday
114 points of rain fell in
Birchip. Oat crops and grass
are beginning to spring, and
farmers are engaged in
preparing for the sowing of
wheat.

Birchip Scoops the Pool:
At the recent annual sports at
Brim, P. Green won the She-
field Handicap, the Sprint and
the 220 Yards. A. Hogan se-
cured the high jump, and a
Birchip team prevailed in the
tug-of-war.

Shire Rates: Ratepayers
are reminded by special no-
tice that unless rates are paid
on or before June 10, interest
will be charged, and they will
not be enrolled on the Council
Voting Rolls.

skokok

Golf: The Golf Club has
fixed its opening day for
Wednesday next, 26th inst., at
2.15 p.m. the recent beneficial
rains have made the course
excellent for playing and
great improvements have
been effected to the course by
the addition of new bunkers
on every fairway. It is ex-
pected that the coming year
will be most successful in the
history of the club, as the
committee has obtained the
coveted Victorian Golf Asso-
ciation medal from the execu-
tive for competition. This
medal is much sought after by
Clubs, and Birchip club is to
be congratulated on obtaining
one of the fine medals open
for competition throughout
the State.

All members and intending
members are invited to the
opening day match, which will
take the form of a tournament.

ek

Birchip and District:
Since opening the school, it
has gathered 64 scholars and
students, under headmaster
Robert C. Dean (Dip. /ed. Ist
honors), and his three assis-
tants. The building, entirely
brick, cost £7,000, and it is
situated on a block of ten
acres of land donated by Mr.
Harold Bolden. The Educa-
tional committee spent £200
within the past six months in
improvements, including two
tennis courts, two basketball
courts, and a football ground.
It is also the intention to plant
trees around the borders and
divide portions of the area by
hedges, and to lay out garden
plots. There is ample accom-
modation in the high school
buildings for 150 scholars,
The State school, which is
separated from the above by
several blocks, has 111 chil-
dren on the roll, and could ac-
commodate 200. Mr. Dean,
with two assistant teachers
and two junior teachers, is in
charge of the State school
also.

kokok

H. E. School Tennis
Championship: Excitement
ran high on Wednesday, May
14. When the local school
boys and girls fought gal-
lantly for the possession of
the silver cups donated by Mr.
W. McClelland. The standard
of the tennis was high and
visiting players were heard to

remark that Birchip need not
fear a death of tennis players
in the future.

At the conclusion of the
tournament Mr. W. McClel-
land presented the cups to the
winners — Betty Reseigh and
Roy Brockett. He congratu-
lated the players on the fine
manly spirit in which the con-
tests were decided, and he
gave great credit to the win-
ners on their wonderful per-
formances. The outstanding
feature of the matches was the
fine display of strokes by Roy
Brockett.

Mr. Dean thanked Mr. Mc-
Clelland for the trophies and
the interest he takes in the
sport of the school. The
school greatly appreciates
such generous, public-spirited
men. Such friendly rivalry
teaches the children to “play
the game” in work as well as
in play.

Have You Got
Something
to Sell?

Try an advert in

Over 2000 readers will
see your adv. every
issue, giving you the
best chance to move

your sale item.

Phone 5497 1222
or email: advertising@
buloketimes.com

2025.25
IN STOCK NOW

ABN Discount Prices

7 YEARS ROADSIDE
ASSIST & CAP PRICE SERVICING

MY 2025.25 Ranger pualCab, Wildtrak, 3.0 Ltr V6 Dsl,10 Spd Auto 4x4, Meteor Grey,
Leather Accented Seats, Wildtrak Premium Pack 377,600 Drive Away

MY 2025.25 Ranger bualCab/Cab Chassis, XLT, 3.0 Ltr V6 Dsl, 10 Speed Auto 4x4,
Meteor Grey, Premium Cloth Seat Trim, Upfitter Aux 6 Switch Pack,

Bull Bar, Scrub Bars & Air Bags 376’ 400 Drive Away (Tray extra)

MY 2025.50 Everest suv Trend Tremor, 3.0 Ltr V6 Dsl, 10Spd Auto 4x4, Command Grey,
Premium Tremor Embossed, Leather Accented, Touring Pack, Premium Towing Pack,
Rough Terrain Pack

589,000 Drive Away

MY 2025.25 Ranger pualCab Pickup, Sport, 3.0 Ltr V6 Dsl, 10Spd Auto

4x4, Meteor Grey, Sport Embossed Seats, Touring Pack, Mandatory Pro Trailer

Backup Assist $73,700 orive Away

MY 2025.25 Ranger pualCab, Wildtrak, 3.0 Ltr V6 Dsl,10Spd Auto
4x4, Arctic White, Leather Accented Seats,

Wildtrak Premium Pack

376’900 Drive Away

MY 2025.00 Mustang Fastback GT, 5.0L Petrol,
10Spd Auto, Oxford White, Sport Seat (Black Onyx Leather Accented)

$$89’500 Drive Away
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North-Central Football Roundup

Goldacres Seniors

SEA LAKE-NANDALY .............. 59 1212 19.19 20.25 (145)
STARNAUD .............cvvvvnnt 1.0 3.1 3.2 4, 2 (26)

Goals for Sea Lake-Nandaly: Tyson McKenzie 5, Max Cahoon 2, Wade Donnan 2, Ryan O’Sullivan
2, Adam Pattison 2, Chase Tait 2, Thomas Cox, Bryce Delmenico, Jarvis Keogh, Cruz O’Sullivan, Jack
Poulton.

For St Arnaud: Joshua Hicks 2, Max Hungerford, Bradley Organ.

Best for Sea Lake-Nandaly: Adam Pattison, Jack Poulton, Wade Donnan, Max Cahoon, Tyson McKen-
zie, Thomas Cox.

For St Arnaud: Kurtis Torney, Jay Kirwood, Zac Phillips, Sam Male, Max Hungerford, Joshua Hicks.
CHARLTON ...ttt ieees 6.1 7.6 12.10 14.10 (94)
DONALD ...ttt ees 0.3 3.3 5.3 55 (35)

Goals for Charlton: Kris Clifford 3, Luke Dunne 3, Mitchell Collins 2, Bailey Kemp 2, Rhys Thomp-
son 2, Mason Heenan, Seb Zagame.

For Donald: George Morgan 2, Daniel Pearce 2, Brent Arho.

Best for Charlton: Ben Lanyon, Mitchell Collins, Sean O’Connor, Elliott Fitzpatrick, Ben Xiriha,
Mason Heenan.

For Donald: Daniel Pearce, Dyson Bell-Warren, Charlie Campbell, Nicholas Atkins, Kalon Green,
Luca Rice.

BIRCHIP-WATCHEM.................... 24 4.6 6.6 13.9 (87)
WEDDERBURN ..............ccovnns. 1.1 1.2 4.2 6.3 (39)

Goals for Birchip-Watchem: Ben Edwards 7, Rhona Conboy 2, Nicholas Rippon 2, Lachy Foott, Tom
Gibson.

For Wedderburn; Danny Benaim 3, Darcy Jackson 3.

Best for Birchip-Watchem: Hamish Hosking, Ben Lakin, Nicholas Rippon, Meyrick Buchanan, Joseph
Reid, William Lee.

For Wedderburn: Darcy Jackson, Danny Benaim, Zach Pallpratt, Corey Lowry, Jake Pallpratt, Tom
Metherell.

CALDERUNITED ............ccvvvvnnn 24 10.7 15.15 2316  (154)
BOORT ...ttt eees 21 24 3.4 4. 5 (29)

Goals for Calder United: Jordan Humphreys 8, Jack Exell 3, Zane Keighran 3, Steven Kennedy 2,
Spencer Allan, Mitch Farmer, Billy Forrester, Kobe Lloyd, Oscar Madden, Dean Putt, Matthew Wade.

For Boort: Peter Barbopoulos 2, Ethan Coleman, James Keeble.

Best for Calder United: Zane Keighran, Jordan Humphreys, Oscar Madden, Steven Kennedy, Jack
Exell, Dean Putt.

For Boort: James Byrne, Lachlan Hall, Tom Potter, Jayden Dick, Keiren Wilson, Ethan Coleman.

Haeusler’s Reserves

SEA LAKE-NANDALY .................. 2.3 2.4 74 9.6 (60)
STARNAUD .........ccoiiiiiiinanns 1.3 37 5.7 5.9 (39)

Goals for Sea Lake-Nandaly: Joel Clohesy 3, John Summerhayes 2, Tom Considine, Codey Elliott,
Ethan Ellis, Charlie Mitchell.

For St Arnaud: Frankie Donald, George Gorrie, Jarryd Kell, Zach Notting, Tristan Ward.

Best for Sea Lake-Nandaly: Codey Elliott, Joel Clohesy, Isaac Durie, Wayne Landry, Nathan Wight,
Bryce Baskin.

For St Arnaud: Simon Elliott, Benjamin Greenaway, Sam Penfold, Zachary Notting, Frankie Donald,
Austin Lowe.
CHARLTON ...t 5.4 7.9 11.13 1514  (104)
DONALD ... 0.0 0.0 1. 2 3.3 (21)

Goals for Charlton: Ethan Needs 6, Angus Johnstone 3, Tom Parkinson 2, Travis Salmon 2, Tyler
Bates, Lachlan Holmes-Brown.

For Donald: Sam Goldsmith, Zac Livingston, Jesse Lopes.

Best for Charlton: Fergus Bourke, Ethan Needs, Tom Parkinson, Benjamin Roberts, Hugh Sait, Dan
Whykes.

For Donald: Jesse Lopes, Ethan Clapham, Beau Morgan, Braxton Hollis, Sam Goldsmith, Cody L F
King.
BIRCHIP-WATCHEM .................... 4.0 9.3 14.6 16.10  (106)
WEDDERBURN ...............c.cvtnn 2.0 3.0 4.0 5.1 (31)

Goals for Birchip-Watchem: Alexander Hay 9, Connor Boyle 2, Bailey Baxter 2, Callum Goode 2,
Matthew Berry.

For Wedderburn: Hudson Pidoto 2, Chris Hargreaves, Matthew Lockhart, Joshua Turnbull.

Best for Birchip-Watchem: Riley Hogan, Alexander Hay, Alexander Noonan, Connor Lee, Bailey Bax-
ter, Joshua Woods.

For Wedderburn: Robert Tonkin, Rhordan Holt, Luke Last, Aaron Smith, Hudson Pidoto, Finn Turn-

bull.
CALDERUNITED ..........cccvvvvnnnnn 1.3 2.8 6.10 9.14 (68)
BOORT ...t 1.1 31 4.1 4.1 (25)

Goals for Calder United: Cody Green 5, Brett Barker, Dude Kelly, Dane McLennan, Thomas Trewin.

For Boort: Brodie Arnold, Alex Cockerell, Nick Scott, Harry Weaver.

Best for Calder United: Angus Forrester, Dude Kelly, Tiger Vearing, Thomas Trewin, Jack Morrison,
Dane McLennan.

For Boort: Harry Weaver, Chris O'Rourke, Jordan Sheahan, Jacob Coleman, Angus Potter, Jett Hird.

Community Bank Charlton & District Under-17s

STARNAUD ..........coiviiiiiinnnns 1.3 2.6 7.7 10.9 (69)
SEA LAKE-NANDALY ..............c.ns 0.0 0.1 1.3 1.4 (10)
Best for St Arnaud: Talan Berryman, Frankie Donald, Chase Zander, Aidan Wickham, Jack Batters,
Tynan Thomas.
For Sea Lake-Nandaly: Brayden Allan, Jack Hedley, Nate McClelland, Angus Renney, Coby Wight,
Jacob Cox.
CHARLTON ... 3.2 5.3 5.5 9.6 (60)
DONALD .......cciiiiiii i 1.1 3.2 5.3 6.4 (40)
Best for Charlton: Sebastian Zagame, Isaac Bourke, Joseph Monaghan, Murphy Fitzpatrick, Mitchell
Boyle, Charlie Zagame.
For Donald: Jesse Lydom, Jack Reilly, Ethan Clapham, Jam Borden.
WEDDERBURN ..............cccvvvunns 31 8.3 10.6 179  (111)
BIRCHIP-WATCHEM .................... 1.3 1.3 25 25 (17)
Best for Wedderburn: Aaron Smith, Tate Lovett, Liam Budge, Deacon Tansley, Max Dean.
For Birchip-Watchem: Willow Ryan, Noah Dean, Oliver Cook, Archie Tyler.
CALDERUNITED ..........ccvivvnnannn 21 35 5.7 9.8 (62)
BOORT ..ot 3.0 6.1 6.6 7.8 (50)
Best for Calder United: Tiger Vearing, Angus Cowell, Darcey Poyner, Harlan Bartlett.
For Boort: Cooper Gooding, Riley Wagner, Brodie McPherson, Jake O’Flaherty, Cooper Gould, Dea-
con Hird.

Uniting Church Under-14s

ST ARNAUD 3.4 (22) D. SEA LAKE-NANDALY 2.4 (16)
Best for St Arnaud: Chase Hendy, Ned Ezard, Noah Hando, Duncan Kirk, Arley Reyne, Zach Green.
For Sea Lake-Nandaly: Tom McClelland, Kaiden Wight, Seth Pearce, Toby Kiley, Max Conlan, Brodie
Barry.

DONALD 7.6 (48) D. CHARLTON 1.0 (0)

Best for Donald: Jake Italia, Noah Michael, Max Reilly, Abraham Beavis, Laikyn Holland.

For Charlton: Xav Good, Charlie Zagame, Henry Lanyon, Flynn Zagame, Chace Dixon.
WEDDERBURN 8.6 (54) D. BIRCHIP-WATCHEM 1.5 (11)

Best for Wedderburn: Jagger Benaim, Tyler Pearce, Bastian Noordennen, Brodie Turnbull, Addison

Roberts.
For Birchip-Watchem: Willow Ryan, Jed Coffey, Aki Norton, Liam Spezza.

CALDER UNITED 6.2 (38) D. BOORT 3.4 (22)
Best for Calder United: Smith Morrison, Levi Hall, Harry Humphreys, Ryder Harrison, Ollie White.
For Boort: Tristan Broad, Connor McNally, Matthew Soumelidis, Malawi Marsh, Maxwell Twigg.

Positions of Teams
Goldacres North-Central Seniors

Teams P Pts % W L D B For Ag
Birchip-Watchem . .. .. .. 5 20 28838 5 0 0 O 695 241
Boort ................ 5 16 19968 4 1 0 0 615 308
Calder United ......... 5 12 198.51 3 2 0 0 534 269
Sea Lake-Nandaly ..... 5 12 16667 3 2 0 0 430 258
Wedderburn .......... 5 8 12376 2 3 0 O 375 303
Charlton ............. 5 8 883 2 3 0 0 205 606
StAmaud ............ 5 4 56.90 1 4 0 0 264 464
Donald............... 5 0 1720 0 5 0 0 139 808
Haeuslers Reserves
Teams P Pts % W L D B For Ag
Calder United ......... 5 20 77083 5 0 0 O 555 72
Boort ................ 5 16 47895 4 1 0 O 546 114
Birchip-Watchem .. ... .. 5 16  256.92 4 1 0 0 501 195
StAmaud ............ 5 8 10840 2 3 0 O 271 250
Sea Lake-Nandaly ..... 5 8 8938 2 3 0 0 286 320
Wedderburn .......... 5 8 3220 2 3 0 0 161 500
Charlton ............. 5 4 56.11 1 4 0 0 225 401
Donald............... 5 0 5.71 0 5 0 0 42 735

Community Bank Charlton and District Under-17s

Teams P Pts W L D B
StArmaud ............ 5 20 5 0 0
Calder United ......... 5 12 3 2 0
Boort ................ 5 12 3 2 0
Sea Lake-Nandaly ..... 5 12 3 2 0
Charlton ............. 5 12 3 2 0
Donald............... 5 8 2 3 0
Wedderburn .......... 5 4 1 4 0
Birchip-Watchem .. ... .. 5 0 0 5 0
Uniting Church Under-14s
Teams P Pts W L D B
Sea Lake-Nandaly ..... 5 16 4 1 0
StArmaud ............ 5 16 4 1 0
Wedderburn .......... 5 16 4 1 0
Donald............... 5 12 3 2 0
Calder United ......... 5 8 2 3 0
Boort ................ 5 4 1 4 0
Birchip-Watchem .. ... .. 5 4 1 4 0
Charlton ............. 5 4 1 4 0

Next Round
Round 6, Saturday May 24 -

Donald v. Wedderburn
Boort v. Birchip-Watchem

Charlton v. Sea Lake-Nandaly
St Arnaud v. Calder United

Tooleybuc Sporting Club
Presidents’ Award

Voting for round 5:

Sea Lake-Nandaly: A. Pattison 3, W. Donnan 2, T. McKenzie 1.
St Arnaud: J. Kirwood 3, K Torney 2, J. Needs 1.

Charlton: B. Lanyon 3, M. Collins 2, S. O’Connor 1.

Donald: D. Pearce 3, D. Bell-Warren 2, C. Campbell 1.
Birchip-Watchem: H. Hosking 3, B. Lakin 2, N. Rippon 1.
Wedderburn: D. Jackson 3, D. Benaim 2, Z. Pallpratt 1.
Calder United: J. Humphreys 3, O. Madden 2, S. Kennedy 1.
Boort: L. Hall 3, J. Byrne 2, T. Potter 1.

Saturday’s Leading Goal Kickers

Seniors Reserves
Ben Edwards (B-W)7  .......... 39 Harry Weaver (Boort) 1 .......... 18
Jhye Baddeley-Kelly (Boort) - . ... .... 28 Alexander Hay (B-W)9  .......... 16
Kayne Rutley (Boort) - .......... 16 Alex Cockerell (Boort) 1 .......... 15
Joseph Reid (B-W)-  .......... 16 Heath Senior (CU)-  .......... 14
Nicholas Rippon (B-W)2 .......... 15 Chris O'Rourke (Boort) - ........... 11
JackExell (CU)3  .......... 15 Matthew Berry (B-W)1  ........... 11
Mitch Jensen (Wedd) - .......... 13 Joel Clohesy (SLNT)3  ........... 11
Peter Barbopoulos (Boort) 2 ... ... ... 12 Max Beattie (Boort)4 ~ .......... 10
Tyson McKenzie (SLNT)5 .......... 1 Ethan Needs (Charl) 6~ .......... 10

CHS Broadbent Club Championship

(Senior win 10 pts., Reserves 6, Under-17s 4, Under-14s 2)

Snr. Res. uU-17 uU-14 Ttl.
Boort............. ... 0 0 0 0 78
Birchip-Watchem ................... 10 6 0 0 76
CalderUnited ...................... 10 6 4 2 74
Sea Lake-Nandaly .................. 10 6 0 0 62
StAmaud ... 0 0 4 2 50
Wedderburn ... 0 0 4 2 44
Charlton .......................... 10 6 4 0 40
Donald ..................iial. 0 0 0 2 14
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Bulls’ L.ate Blitz Breaks >Burners Shackles

A resolute Birchip-Watchem overcame a determined Wedderburn with
a withering finishing blitz running out 47-point victors after the Burners
had got within S points in the last quarter, continuing the Bulls’ impressive
start to the season and be left the league’s only undefeated team.

On a magnificent sunny
day, perfect for football, not a
zephyr of wind, no MAGA
hats in sight this week, the
election done and dusted,
Danny Lowry up off the deck,
shellshocked, just recovering
his composure and strength to
attend, the George Cartwright
deck pristine yet both sides
found scoring difficult.

The Burners were jam-
ming down on Bulls forward
entries and it wasn’t until the
last 15 minutes of game time
where the Bulls broke the
Burners shackles with six
unanswered goals to run away
with a comfortable score-
board win, which was far
from that, with Wedderburn
providing stiff opposition all
day, particularly from itsde-
fensive back six.

It was Bulls monster big
man Hamish Hosking who
yet again shone for them and
delivered up silver service for
his plethora of running mid-
fielders. He’s developed an
amazing rapport with Nick
Rippon and some of their set
plays from out of the ruck
contests had to be seen to be
believed, Rippon constantly
booting it to advantage having
received it shoved down his
throat from a Hosking hitout.
The big man is motoring, as
the “Weekly Times” de-
scribed him when he arrived
in 2024, the Number One
ruckman in country Vic footy.
Just he didn’t then but is
making up for it now, clearly
injury free and also benefi-
ciary of the new rule where he
can use his great physicality
to straight arm block oppo-
nents in the ruck contest. He
racked up quality possessions
as well to be a clear BOG.

Whilst the Bulls were
clearly winning the centre
clearances in the first stanza a
well drilled and highly organ-
ised Burners defensive group
was able to muzzle their for-
ward entries and keep the
scoreboard from ticking over,
coach Tom Metherill their ar-
chitect across half-back
matched by new arrival Jake
Pallpratt equally as proficient
in intercepting the multiple
Bulls entries and repelling the
ball back across the arc. En-
tertaining but low scoring
football, Bulls with the clear
higher possession numbers,
Burners effective in defence,
their midfielders also pushing
deep to assist, just meant
when they crossed back
across the centre line they
were left skinny and the Bulls
mopped up, pushing it back
forward.

A quick goal to Ben
Edwards had the Bulls off to
a sharp start for the second
quarter then again back to the
dour contest that was a repeat
of the first, Bulls clear
winning around the ground
contests, Burners well organ-
ised defence repelling and
nullifying the repeated entries,
Pallpratt becoming more
prominent with his intercepts
and excellent footskills. With
Hosking dominant the Burners

mids found the going tough,
Rippon, Buchanan carrying
his strong form from the week
previous into this match and
Bill Lee was strong at ground
level gathering plenty of ball
and sending it forwards. Still
the Burners defence stood
firm despite the ball raining
in, Metherall had his troops
well marshalled and one who
was particularly standing tall
was Corey Lowry.

A running back flanker
their brainstrust had come up
with the seemingly genius
move to place the not even
Collingwood  6-footer up
against Bulls goal kicking
machine Ben Edwards and he
was relishing the contest, able
to get a hand on the ball just
in time, many times blocking
a sure thing Edwards mark,
Edwards with only 2 goals to
half-time, which is well below
par by his lofty standards,
though his task was made
more difficult by the pressure
being applied by the Wedder-
burn defence on the ball car-
rier coming in.

A dour contest was under
way, a scoreboard of just 4.6
to 1.2 favouring the Bulls at
half-time reflective of the
state of play; both defences
were on top, Ben Lakin for
the Bulls just plucking every-
thing from the air that came
inwards from the Burners, he
was outstanding, the ball
pinging between the arcs, ten-
sions rising, plenty of niggle.

Bulls started brightly after
the long break, Rippon on the
end of it yet again using his
dynamic pace and duly slotted
the shot, surely not long be-
fore the Bulls could break the
Burners spirit, very difficult
to maintain a defensive mind-
set for a whole 100 minutes,
but these Burners are nothing
but determined. Their mid-
field group was starting to
read the Hosking dominance
better, Joe and Hamish Lock-
hart and Mitch McEwen dig-
ging in collecting possessions
at ground level and pushing
more ball to their attacking
fifty arc. Grunt mid Darcy
Jackson with a fine snap shot
out of the pack got them a
desperately needed goal and
then old stager Danny Benaim
using all his guile waited at
ground level as 3 Bulls went
up to spoil an inward long ball
and gleefully grabbed the ball
as it hit the ground and
waltzed in for the easiest of
goals.

Up and about they were,
finding their voice, Jackson
again found the big sticks, this
time with a 45 metre set shot;
he was becoming a thorn in
the Bulls side, shouldering the
ground contests, winning
plenty of possessions. Ed-
wards with an excellent set
shot from long out just before
siren time pushed out the mar-
gin to two goals to provide the
Bulls some breathing space.

Benaim got them off to a
brilliant start with consecutive
goals. At 41 years of age he’s
still providing plenty, no

longer a playmaker from the
middle of the ground but a
clever creative foil up for-
ward. The Burners within 5
points, had just willed their
way back into contest with a
preparedness to get to the fall
of the ball, win it and pump it
forward. Bulls were fortunate
that Lakin was holding firm
down back.

Then the Bulls awoke and
Edwards found his mojo
finally shaking the Lowry
hold. Two in a row from him
and then a Hosking master-
class tap to a running Lachy
Foott for another. In a sharp
five minutes the Bulls had
stretched back out to a 4-goal
lead before their class rose to
the top, finishing with another
4 goals, two of those from Ed-
wards to finish with 7. Just
another quiet day for him,
from a 5 point margin at the
ten minute mark the Bulls had
blown out to a 48-point win.
Where had that come from?

Plenty to like about the
Burners, their defence is
highly organised, Metherall in
his second year as coach has
them well organised down
back, they’ve played the big
three already this year and
have not conceded more than
90 points which speaks vol-
umes and they are even across
the ground, the Pallpratt
brothers are excellent pick-
ups, they just currently lack a
key forward but have one in
highly rated Mitch Jensen sit-
ting injured on the sidelines
who will be back later in the
year. They just have to hang
tough and conjure some
scores until he returns.

The Bulls juggernaut con-
tinues to roll on, loads to like

* Clear space for Birchip-Watchem s, Joe Reid.

about them. They can play
tough if required as it was
Saturday, or break open a
game when the opportunity
arises with playmakers across
the park, their depth strong
with a bunch of local lads rid-
ing high on the shoulders of
their giants, Charlie Frank, Ty
Colbert and Austin Dean all
enjoying plenty of ball Satur-
day, Lakin and Conboy from

Horsham are ripper contribu-
tors, Hosking’s contribution
just enormous, he’s paving a
way open for his quality mid-
field. They’ve weathered the
early season storm adapting
to the nuances of new coach
Connick’s game plan and
looking the real deal, but
there’s plenty of quality op-
position at the top to deal
with.

Final scores: Birchip-
Watchem 13.9 (87) def. Wed-
derburn 6.3 (39).

Best players for Birchip-
Watchem: Hamish Hosking,
Ben Lakin, Nick Rippon,
Meyrick Buchanan, Bill Lee,
Joe Reid, Charlie Frank.

For Wedderburn; Darcy
Jackson, Danny Benaim, Zach
Pallpratt, Corey Lowry, Jake
Pallpratt, Tom Metherill.

 The Bulls’ Riley Hogan breaks clean.
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Navies Reign Over Royals

Under clear blue skies and before a spirited home crowd, the Donald
and Charlton Football Netball Clubs took a moment to pay tribute to one
of local footy’s great servants — Donald stalwart Bill Anderson.

In a fitting pre-game cere-
mony, Bill was honoured with
life membership of the North
Central Football League,
marking decades of contribu-
tion to the game. With daugh-
ter Glenda by his side, he
walked through a guard of
honour formed by both senior
and reserve players before
tossing the coin to get the
senior clash under way.

It was also a time to cele-
brate the two hundredth game
in royal blue colours by Darcy

Harrison. “Pistol” has had set-
backs from injuries, but has
been a superb player for
Donald and over the years,
forwards have licked their lips
over the sight of him swing-
ing on to his left side and
drilling passes with deadly ac-
curacy.

Donald made several
changes to its lineup from re-
cent rounds. Daniel Pearce
was given extended time on
the ball, producing a lion-
hearted performance and led

* The League s newest lifetime member Bill Anderson tossing
the coin to start the seniors’ game.

by example. Joe Sheridan was
called up from the reserves to
bolster the ruck stocks and
didn’t look out of place.

Charlton drew first blood
through young gun Mason
Heenan, who showed his
pedigree with a clever snap
reminiscent of his father’s
playing days. The Navies
soon found their rhythm, with
Luke Dunne slotting two ma-
jors from the wing, Mitch
Collins adding another, and
Aaron Schofield kicking truly
against his former side. By
quarter-time, the visitors had
jumped to a commanding six-
goal lead.

The second term was
Donald’s best for the season.
After Rhys Thompson dobbed
a major for Charlton, Donald
nabbed three, Dan Pearce
from outside fifty, George
Morgan after a familiar dash
from Dyson Bell-Warren and
again after selling candy and
kicking truly. Donald’s Nick
Atkins, Charlie Campbell and
Dyson Bell-Warren were in
everything, while the Navies’
Sean O’Connor and defender
Elliott Fitzpatrick were also
busy.

It was Charlton which
came out firing after half
time. Clever forward Kris
Clifford kicked the first two
of his three goals for the game
and Bailey Kemp, Luke
Dunne and Mitch Collins
added three more. Donald’s
forward Brent Arho slotted
one and the infatigable Dan
Pearce another, but Charlton’s
lead had grown to more than
seven goals at the final break.

There were only two goals
booted in the final period, to
Charlton’s Bailey Kemp and
Kris Clifford. Ben Xirha and
Mason Heenan would have
been pleased with their contri-
butions for Charlton as would
Kalon Green, Luca Rice and
Will Noble with Donald.
Overall, it was a competitive

* Bill posing with the coin.
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* Donald’s Darcy Harrison leads his team out for his 200th game. Also pictured are his children
Harley and Wes and teammate Ben Arho.

For Donald: Dan Pearce,
Dyson Bell-Warren, Charlie
Campbell, Nick Atkins, Kalon
Green, Luca Rice.

game by two sides where Best for Charlton: Ben

wins will come at a premium. | Lanyon, Mitch Collins, Sean
Scores: Charlton 14.10 | O’Connor, Elliott Fitzpatrick,

(94) to Donald 5.5 (35). Ben Xirha, Mason Heenan.

» Charlton's best for the day was Ben Lanyon seen here tapping the ball down. The Donald
players are Luca Rice, Charlie Campbell contesting the ruck and Nic Atkins (background).

» Charlie Campbell breaks clear for Donald. The two Charlton players are Luke Dunne and
Josh Harris and Donald s number 2 is Callum Van Den Driest.
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