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This interim arrangement 
will remain in place for up to 
12 weeks until a permanent 
CEO is appointed or Council 
resolves to make an alterna-
tive interim appointment. 

Daniel has served as Di-
rector Infrastructure and De-
livery since March, 2024, and 
has been a valued member of 
Council since 2019, previ-
ously holding roles as Senior 
Manager Assets and Capital 
Works Projects Officer. 

A proud Buloke local and 
graduate of Birchip P-12 
School, Daniel returned to the 
region in 2012. 

He shared his enthusiasm 
for the role, saying; “I’m 

excited by the opportunity to 
lead a high performing, en-
gaged team in a community I 
know well, and care deeply 
about, during this important 
period of transition.” 

Leadership Role 
Daniel played a key lead-

ership role in Buloke Shire 
Council’s flood recovery ef-
forts following the October 
2022 flood event. 

As Senior Manager Flood 
Recovery and Municipal 
Emergency Management Of-
ficer, he led Council’s re-
sponse and recovery 
operations, co-ordinated in-
frastructure assessments and 

supported community out-
reach initiatives that earned 
Council statewide and na-
tional recognition for disaster 
preparedness and resilience. 

Outgoing Chief Executive 
Officer, Wayne O’Toole, will 
officially conclude his duties 
on August 29, 2025, follow-
ing a period of leave com-
mencing August ’25. Daniel 
will act as CEO during this 
time. 

Council acknowledges 
Wayne’s resignation and 
thanks him for his dedicated 
service and leadership and 
congratulates Daniel on his 
new appointment.

The new signage for the 
township entrances and tourist 
signage throughout the town 
on Culgoa’s history will cele-
brate Culgoa’s unique identity 
and help guide visitors to the 
heart of the town’s hospitality 
and charm. The installation 
date is yet to be confirmed. 

Despite being bypassed by 
the highway, Culgoa has 
carved out a reputation for 
quality country hospitality, 
drawing steady trade to its 
main street through word-of-
mouth, social media and re-
peat visitation. 

The town’s active commu-
nity, local businesses and 
grassroots pride have made it 
a standout example of what’s 
possible when small towns 

The Tiny Towns Fund, a 
program designed to support 
tourism and community in-
frastructure in towns with pop-
ulations under 5,000, is 
administered by Regional De-
velopment Victoria. 

It has supported hundreds 
of projects across the state, 
with Culgoa’s signage project 
being part of this broader ef-
fort to enhance liveability, 
strengthen community con-
nections and attract more visi-
tors to regional Victoria. 

“Council is proud to sup-
port this initiative – Culgoa is 
another example of how our 
region continues to show how 
small communities can 
achieve big things,” the Mayor 
added.

think about customer experi-
ences and simple but targeted 
approaches to promotion. 

A Statement 
“Signage is more than just a 

welcome – it’s a statement of 
place,” said Buloke Shire 
Mayor Cr Alan Getley. 

“It helps visitors connect 
with the story of Culgoa and 
encourages them to stop, ex-
plore and the promotion value 
is significant.” 

Research shows that well-
designed township signage can 
become a photo hotspot, boost-
ing a town’s visibility online and 
contributing to tourism growth. 

This kind of organic promo-
tion can translate into real eco-
nomic benefits for small 
communities. 

Buloke Announces  
CEO Transition

AT its Ordinary Council Meeting held in Wycheproof on Wednesday, 
Buloke Shire Council appointed Daniel McLoughlan as Interim Chief 
Executive Officer, commencing September 1, 2025.

• Daniel McLoughlan.

• Quill McQuilty being presented the award, by former Birchip resident, Gareth Hall, a 
SEN representative.

“Times” Tops Country 
Racing’s Media Award

Country Racing Victoria held its 2024/2025 awards night at the 
Melbourne convention centre on Saturday, August 23, where the 
“Buloke Times” was honoured to be named winner of the Jack 
Styring Country Racing Media award.

The award followed a 
submission of three editions 
of this humble paper, in 
which reports could be found 
covering last year’s Donald 
Cup, and the most recent 
Donald and District Club 
meeting, compiled by Peter 
Hibberd and Quill McQuilty. 
These pages, including race 
results, trackside entertain-
ment, and fashions on the 

Many thanks to Country 
Racing Victoria for this in-
credible honour and to the 
Donald and District Racing 
Club for continuing to host 
events on which the “Buloke 
Times” can report. 

• More to come (from 
Quill’s nervous perspective) 
in Friday’s edition of the 
“Times”.

field, were judged as best 
capturing the spirit of coun-
try racing. 

With Peter Hibberd un-
able to attend, Quill Mc-
Quilty accepted the award on 
behalf of the whole “Buloke 
Times” staff, who work hard 
to produce the finished prod-
uct and ensure our commu-
nity race clubs are presented 
in the best light. 

• A diagram for the upcoming signs.

New Signs to Shine 
at Culgoa Township

Culgoa is set to receive a vibrant new welcome, with township 
signage currently in production thanks to funding from the Victorian 
Government’s Tiny Towns Fund.
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The latest round of the pro-
gram will offer just a $100 re-
bate, down from $250, and 
will now be limited only to 
concession card holders.  

“This sends a shiver down 
the spine of working families, 
retirees without concession 
cards, and low-income earn-
ers who are already struggling 
to make ends meet,” Ms Ben-
ham said.  

“Labor promised cheaper 
power, but the reality is stark; 
bills keep climbing and fami-
lies are paying the price. Cut-
ting this program only adds 
more pressure.”  

Ms Benham said Labor’s 
record on energy affordability 
was one of broken promises 
and rising costs.  

“They keep talking about 
delivering cheaper energy 
through renewables, but all 
we’ve seen are higher bills 
and fewer support measures,” 
she said.  

“Labor can’t manage 
money, can’t manage your 
power prices and it’s regional 
Victorians who are paying the 
price.” 

 Ms Benham also raised 
concerns about the digital-
only application process, 
which disadvantages those 
without internet access.  

The Power Saving Bonus 
will be available to electricity 
account holders with a Health 
Care Card, Pensioner Conces-
sion Card, Veterans’ Affairs 
Concession Card or a DVA 
Gold Card. Applications open 

August 25, 2025, at 
www.compare.energy.vic.gov
.au.  

Ms Benham encourages 
eligible residents to contact 
her office if they need help 
applying.

Households Left in Cold
The Nationals Member for Mildura, Jade Benham, has slammed 

the Allan Labor Government for slashing support for households 
through the Power Saving Bonus scheme, as energy bills continuing to 
climb. 

Power Saving Bonus Cut:

• Jade Benham.

The Friday, September 12, 
workshop is on between 9.30 
a.m. and 1 p.m. at Horsham 
Golf Club, with an option to 
join online. 

GWMWater Managing 
Director, Mark Williams, said 
the workshops, which have 
run for more than a decade, 
remained a vital channel for 
the water corporation to listen 
to and learn from the commu-
nity. 

“It’s a chance for everyone 
to come together, share per-

spectives and help shape 
future plans,” Mr Williams 
said. 

“We will provide a de-
tailed water resources update 
and outlook, and a look at 
GWMWater’s infrastructure 
investment strategy.” 

Sessions 
Engagement sessions will 

follow two of the presenta-
tions, providing an opportu-
nity for open discussion. 

“The potential to use 
groundwater to supplement 

urban water supplies and the 
results of our recent customer 
survey are examples of topics 
we are keen to get feedback 
on at the workshop. 

“Customer and stakeholder 
feedback is vital in shaping 
our future direction.” 

More information, in-
cluding an agenda and regis-
tration details, is available on 
GWMWater’s website: 
www.gwmwater.org.au/stake-
holderworkshop.

Have Your Say at the 
GWMWater Workshop

Community members can have their say about the future of water 
services in the region next month when GWMWater hosts its twice-
yearly Customer and Stakeholder Workshop in Horsham.

The final plan shows pro-
posed Grampians Wimmera 
and the Wimmera Southern 
Mallee REZs have now been 
combined to significantly in-
crease the size of the zone.  

The Nationals’ Member 
for Mildura, Jade Benham, 
said the announcement is yet 
another example of Labor 
steamrolling regional commu-
nities in its rush towards re-
newables.  

“People who live and work 
on the land have been com-
pletely blindsided. They’ve 
had no genuine consultation, 
no warning and no respect 
from this government,” Ms 
Benham said.  

Taking Away Rights 
“Through these changes 

and the VicGrid Stage 2 Re-
form Bill, Labor is taking 
away landholder rights and 

telling regional people they 
have no option but to fall into 
line.  

By widening the zones, 
the government is handing 
renewable energy companies 
an easier pathway to push 
through large-scale projects, 
while shutting out communi-
ties. 

Major Changes 
“These are not minor ad-

justments, these are major 
changes that impact farms, 
businesses and entire commu-
nities. The government ex-
pects our region to do all the 
heavy lifting when it comes to 
renewables, but in return 
we’re left with crumbling 
roads, stretched health ser-
vices and an escalating crime 
crisis.” 

 Ms Benham said The Na-
tionals were committed to 

restoring fairness, proper con-
sultation and protection for 
regional communities im-
pacted by renewables pro-
jects. 

“Energy infrastructure 
matters, but it can’t come at 
the expense of the farmers 
who have worked this land for 
decades,” Ms Benham said. 
“The Nationals will restore 
farmers’ rights to appeal to 
VCAT, reinstate the two-kilo-
metre buffer zones around 
wind towers, and review the 
REZ process so regional Vic-
torians aren’t left carrying the 
burden for the whole state.  

“We know that Labor can’t 
manage a transition to renew-
ables, it can’t manage these 
projects and it’s regional Vic-
torian communities who are 
paying the price.”

At Expense of Regional Communities...
Renewable Zones Expanded

The State Government has once again shown its disregard for 
regional Victorians, with the release of the final VicGrid 2025 Victorian 
Transmission Plan revealing a major expansion of renewable energy 
zones (REZs) in the Wimmera, Mallee and south-west.

Letter to the Editor
Vanilla Slice Triumph 

(The Editor, “The Times”) 

Dear Editor.– I was fortu-
nate to attend the recent Great 
Australian Vanilla Slice Tri-
umph, and what a day it was! 
Nothing brings a community 
together quite like a major 
event, and the community 
spirit was alive for all to see. 
With huge crowds and vanilla 
slices for miles, it was a day 
that offered something for all 
ages. 

Congratulations to the 
winners of all the baking cat-
egories and in particular, to 
Sharp’s Bakery of Birchip, 
who took home the crown of 
2025 Professional Vanilla 
Slice winner.  

My warmest thanks go to 
Syd and Anne Nash and 
everyone involved in making 
this event such a success. 
Their work continues to 
amaze me as they deliver a 
bigger and better event each 
year, and that’s a credit to 

their passion and the many 
volunteers who make it all 
happen.  

Events like the Vanilla 
Slice Triumph showcase what 
makes our part of tropical 
north Victoria so special. 
These events not only boost 
our economy and tourism, but 
also strengthen the bonds of 
community spirit that make 
living here such a privilege. 

Warm regards, 
  
Jade Benham, M.P 

In a 1960’s-inspired world 
the characters of Reed 
Richards/Mister Fantastic 
(Pedro Pascal), Sue Storm/In-
visible Woman (Vanessa 
Kirby), Johnny Storm/Human 
Torch (Joseph Quinn) and 
Ben Grimm/The Thing (Ebon 
Moss-Bachrach) face their 
most daunting challenge yet.   

In a retro-futuristic world, 
this movie takes place on 
Earth-828. This is one of the 
rare Marvel movies which 
stands completely on its own, 
with a phenomenal cast 
whose chemistry brings the 
story to life in the most com-
pelling way. The chemistry 
between the leads feels gen-
uine, and their interactions are 

the heart and soul of the 
movie. 

In a fresh, creative take the 
story balances the roles of the 
heroes with the strength of 
their family bond, as they de-
fend Earth from a ravenous 
space god called Galactus 
(Ralph Ineson) and his enig-
matic Herald, Silver Surfer 
(Julia Garner). And if Galac-
tus’s plan to devour the entire 
planet and everyone on it 
wasn’t bad enough, it sud-
denly gets very personal. As 
Reed and Sue learn she is 
pregnant, Galactus makes the 
bargain that the planet can be 
saved if they give up their 
child. 

As each character show-
cases their superpowers; 

Reed, the power of elasticity; 
his wife Sue;  invisibility and 
force fields; her brother 
Johnny Storm;  flight and fire, 
and Reed’s best friend Ben 
Grimm; as “The Thing”, a 
creature with super strength 
made of rocks. They protect 
planet Earth against a collec-
tion of golden age villains. 

Directed by Matt Shak-
man, and set in a vibrant, 
stylish and space-age world, 
“The Fantastic Four: First 
Steps” is full of humour, 
along with plenty of heart and 
sincerity. 

 “The Fantastic Four: First 
Steps” (PG 114 mins) screens:  
Saturday, August 30, 8 p.m. | 
Sunday August 31, 2 p.m. | 
Tuesday, Sept 2, 8 p.m.. 

“The Fantastic Four: First Steps” 
An introduction to Marvel Studio’s first family is the theme of this 

weekend’s Rex Theatre movie entitled “The Fantastic Four: First 
Steps”.

dered the “Rainbow Prelude” 
and “To a Water Lily” by spe-
cial request he also played the 
following organ recitals 
“Overture to the Occasional 
Oratorio” and the “Hallelujah 
Chorus” by Handel. Other 
items were “The Windmill” 
“The Bugler” by Mr. Paine; 
“That tumble Down Shack” 
by Mr. Rumble; and “Love 
come Calling” by Mrs. Bray. 

The proceeds of the 
evening for towards the cir-
cuit fund of the church. 

** 

Football 
The Boys from Birchip 

(Up to Date) 
We are the Boys from 

Birchip 
The best team in the land 
We fought and won the 

premiership 
With a record simple 

grand. 
 
How did we come to do the 

trick? 
The other teams to spoil 
Just listen to our song and 

you 

Will get the dinkum oil. 
Additional verses: 
Bill Allan plays five or six 
He’s clever, sure, and keen 
On the half back line we 

know 
A star in Morris Sheean. 
We went to play the final 
Twas Donald that we met 
The wat we put it over 

them 
They never will forget. 
They thought they had us 

beaten 
And planked in all their 

rolls 
But we romped home in the 

final term  
With nine unchallenged 

goals. 
Now, listen lads and 

lassies all, 
As long as your alive 
Tell how we won the 

premiership 
In nineteen twenty-five. 
We won the best perfor-

mance  
For many, many. Years 
So, for our team of cham-

pions 
Give thee hearty cheers. 

** 

Local and General 
Conservatorium Recital 

The last University Con-
servatorium Recital for the 
season was given at the 
Mechanics’ Hall on Friday 
evening, but owing to the in-
clemency of the weather 
many people were prevented 
from attending, and only a 
small audience had the plea-
sure of hearing one of the last 
recitals given for some con-
siderable time. The items were 
all instrumental and were con-
tributed by three well-known 
and most accomplished musi-
cians attached to the Conser-
vatorium – Mr. Edward Goll, 
pianist; Mrs. Bernard Heinne, 
Violinist; and Mr. Lucas Hut-
tenbach, cellist.  The small au-
dience who braved the 
elements were well rewarded 
and showed their appreciation 
of the rare artistry portrayed 
by each of the performers. 

** 

Concert at the 
Methodist Church 
A very successful concert 

was held in the Methodist 
Church on Monday, August 
24th. There was a large and 
appreciative audience, and en-
cores were frequent. The prin-
cipal part of the program 
consisted of a piano recital, 
which was given by Mr. 
Harold Rodgers. His playing 
was of the highest order, and 
in addition to other well 
known classical items, he ren-

One Hundred Years Ago
From the “Birchip Advertiser”, August 28,  1925. 

“Times” Crossword
QUICK PUZZLE NO. 8190 - SOLUTIONS

Across - 6, Merchantman. 7, Talc. 8, Vigorous. 9, Stroll.
10, Redeem. 12, Calico. 15, Outcry. 17, Virginia. 19, Nous.
20, Unmitigated.
Down - 1, Broccoli. 2, Shovel. 3, Onager. 4, Emir. 5, En-
dure. 6, Meant. 11, Detonate. 13, Animus. 14, Ornate. 15,
Orange. 16, Round. 18, Game.
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Coral’s niece, authorised 
civil celebrant, Donna Coutts 
(nee Hommelhoff), led the 
service. Following the service 
Coral was interred at the 
Donald Cemetery. 

Family and friends were 
encouraged to wear a touch of 
pink, in honour of her surviv-
ing breast cancer, and it was 
wonderful to see so many 
splashes of pink. 

A poem was written by her 
daughter Paulene, and read 
out by Donna, and her grand-
daughter Molly Hicks read a 
beautiful poem. And two 
touching photo tributes were 
played during the service. 

Coffin-bearers were her 
children, Stephen Hicks, Brett 
Hicks, Brenden Hicks and 
Paulene Syamanond, and 
grandsons Ben Probst and 
Griffin Hicks. 

The following eulogy was 
read by Coral Hicks’s eldest 
child, Stephen Hicks:   

“On behalf of Coral, my-
self and my brothers Brett, 
Brenden and our sister Pau-
lene, along with all our 
family, we thank you for com-
ing to help celebrate Mum’s 
life. 

“I don’t think I can say 
much about Mum, that you 
don’t already know. 

“She was caring, respect-
ful, loving, generous, re-
silient, and always there to 
help if needed. 

“Coral Elizabeth Cook was 
born in Warracknabeal on 
May 6, 1937, to Herbert and 
Ruby Cook. 

“They were farmers at 
Wilkur South, who toiled the 
land and loved their Clydes-
dale horses.  

“Coral was the seventh 
child, out of 10 siblings, who 
throughout their lives enjoyed 
a close family connection and 
bond. Coral’s siblings and in-
laws who passed before her 
were: 

• Aubrey Cook, Chetwyn. 

• Gwen and Ron Storer, 
Coonabarabran. 

• Mervyn and Eily Cook, 
Warrnambool. 

• Shirley and Ted Ekberg, 
Seymor. 

• Lyle and Gladys Cook, 
Warracknabeal. 

• Avril and Ray Taylor, 
Glenroy. 

• Errol Cook, Wycheproof 
• Don McNaughton, 

Wycheproof. 
• Ian Hommelhoff, Hor-

sham. 
“Coral is survived by her 

brother and sister in-law 
Graeme and Lesley Cook, 
Birchip, Thelma Mc-
Naughton, Wycheproof, and 
her youngest sister Lorna 
Hommelhoff, Horsham. 

“Whilst growing up, Coral 
enjoyed the farm life, riding 
horses, catching rabbits, and 
playing around with her sib-
lings.” 

The Good Old Days 
Were The Best 

“They would ride the horse 
and cart to school each day, 
where Coral gained her know-
ledge at Watchem West 
school. 

“Interestingly, Coral was 
only eight years old, when the 
second World War ended. She 
was born two years before it 
started.  

“After leaving school, 
Coral lived in Warracknabeal, 
where she worked at the hos-
pital, real estate agent and 
Schubert’s car garage. 

Fond Farewell for Coral Hicks

• The late Coral Eizabeth Hicks.

Coral Elizabeth Hicks (nee Cook) passed away July 7, 2025, her 
funeral was held at the Donald Golf Club on Friday, July 14. 

“She played netball and 
other sports and was also a 
member of the local Marching 
Girls Club. 

“She married James (Jim) 
Hicks in 1965, and they 
moved to Donald. 

“They raised four lovely 
children, Stephen, Brett, 
Brenden, and Paulene. 

“They settled into the 
Donald life, playing sport and 
involving themselves in the 
community. 

“Our life, as Stephen said, 
was filled with love, good and 
bad times, delicious food in-
cluding Sunday roasts, cakes 
and the best home-made 
sausage rolls going around. 

“Stephen’s favourite was 
her self-saucing chocolate 
pudding, Yummo. 

“We grew up in a house 
full of family and friends and 
enjoyed many holidays with 
our family from both sides. 

“Christmas at Grandma 
Ruby’s, with all our cousins 
and family, were some of our 
best memories.”  

Joe Agresta, renowned 
track rider for twelve-time 
Melbourne Cup-winning 
trainer Bart Cummings, will 
accompany the Cup through-
out its visit. Joining him is Joe 
McGrath, Keeper of the Cup 
and one of the original archi-
tects of the Cup Tour, which 
began in 2003. 

The day kicks off at 10:15 
a.m. at the Donald Pony Club, 
where locals will have the 
rare opportunity to hold the 
Cup, take photos, and hear 
firsthand stories from the rac-
ing world.  

“The process of selecting 
destinations is based on the 
strength of the submissions,” 
said Joe McGrath.  

“We assess applications 
against a set of criteria in-
cluding historical referencing 
and community connection. 
The strongest destinations rise 
to the surface.” 

Donald last hosted the cup 
in 2020, during the height of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
While restrictions limited that 
visit, this year’s tour will in-
clude stops at Goodwin Vil-
lage and the Donald Hospital, 

much to the delight of resi-
dents who missed out previ-
ously. 

The event promises to be a 
celebration of both racing her-
itage and community spirit, 
with everyone welcome to at-
tend.  

As the race that stops a na-
tion prepares to roll through 
Donald once more, locals are 
encouraged to come along, 
share in the moment, and help 
showcase the town’s enduring 
connection to Australia’s most 
famous sporting trophy. 

With Two Racing Legends in Tow . . .
Melbourne Cup to 
Return to Donald

[From Donald 2000] 
The Lexus Melbourne Cup Tour is set to make a triumphant return 

to Donald on Sunday, August 31st, bringing with it not only the iconic 
trophy but two legendary figures from the world of racing. 

• Joe McGrath.• Joe Agresta.

• Peter Russell during the cup visit in 2020. 
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Keep Abreast with Local Happenings! 
Don’t forget Your Local Newspaper 

Available from all district newsagents, or direct  
from the “Times” Offices, Donald or Birchip;  

or ring the Donald office (5497 1222)  
to arrange email or postal delivery.

70 Woods Street, Donald — 5497 1211 

OUTFITTING MEN SINCE 1959

For Promotions, Specials and  
Competitions,      us on Facebook

Just ring or email mensland@iinet.net.au and we will deliver your order.

Nakyra
ST MARY’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, DONALD

Mensland is your destination for Mongrel Boots. 

The toughest boots for the toughest jobs!

DEATH 
HOLLIS.–  

John Edward 
1935 - 2025  

The Hollis family regret 
the passing of their eldest 
brother, John, on Satur-
day, August 23, 2025, 
shortly after his 90th 
birthday. 
Brother and brother-in-
law of Ron & Cheryl, 
Stewart & Joyce, Norm & 
Beth, Heather & Alan, 
Marjory & Peter, and 
Trevor (dec.) & Margaret 
and all his nephews and 
nieces, and their families. 

We will remember you  
as a role model in  

our lives, and we cherish 
the times we enjoyed  
together and we will 

never forget you. 
We express greatest sym-
pathy to Dawn, Cynthia, 
Tim, Casey, Kimberley and 
family.

HOLLIS.– John 
1935 - 2025  

Treasured memories, words 
cannot express how much 
we will miss you. 
Our deepest sympathy to 
Dawn and her family. 

– Norm & Beth 
Sharon,  

Imogen & Georgia 
Daryl & Karen,  

Lachlan and Zac.

FUNERAL 
LETTS.–  

A service to celebrate 
Ewan Donald “Mick’s” life 
will be held in St Andrew’s 
Uniting Church, Donald 
on Friday, August 29, 
2025, at 1.30 p.m.  
The cortège will then 
leave for the Donald Lawn 
Cemetery 

KELL FUNERALS 
ST. ARNAUD 5495 1043 

NFDA EST. 1860 
–––––––––––––––––––––

BEREAVEMENT 
THANK YOU 

Kevin Prendergast  
of  “Erindale” 

Friarstown, Kildare 
Ireland 

05/07/1932-20/06/2025 
We would like to express 
our heartfelt thanks to 
everyone who supported us 
following the recent loss of 
a much-loved father, grand- 
father, and father-in-law. 
Your kind words, cards, 
flowers & overwhelming  
support  during this diffi-
cult time has been of great 
comfort to us. 
To our friends, neighbours, 
and extended family – 
thank you for your love, 
your kindness, and your 
shared memories. 

From Louise, Chris, 
Laura and Claudia – and 
on behalf of our extended 
family – please know how 

much your support has 
meant to us. 

Commercial & 
Domestic Cleaning 

‘Mopping Around 
Cleaning Service’ 

Mob: 0414 934 133 
Email: M.a.c.services@ 

outlook.com 
Based in the local area

SOLICITOR 
116 Napier Street,  

St. Arnaud 
Experienced practical 

 advice in plain English 
Appointments also  

available in Charlton,  
Donald and Wycheproof 

Ph. 5495 2595 
Karen@klp.net.au

If you know someone celebrating a special anniversary, let us know at 

Donald Newsagency & Emporium 
For all your Greeting Cards, Wraps, Ribbons and Stationery needs. 

37 Woods Street, Donald. ’Phone 54971510. 

Dob in a friend 

If you know someone celebrating 

a birthday, or wedding anniversary 

or some other special occasion, let 

us know and we’ll let the world know! 

• Aug. 26, Koby Westerland 

• Aug. 27, Angie Donnellon 

• Aug. 29, Jan Adcock 

• Aug. 29, Kath Campbell 

• Aug. 29, Chelsea Leeder 

• Aug. 31, Barbara Pearce  

• Aug. 31, Janice McArthur 

• Aug. 31, Kim Griffiths 

• Aug. 31, Des Jess 
• Sept. 1, Shannon Geddes 

• Sept. 1, Pat O’Reilly 

30­34 High St. Charlton 
03 5491 2333 
boxoffice@rextheatre.org.au 
rextheatre.org.au

Motel Manager Wanted 

Buloke Shire Region 

We are currently seeking an enthusiastic,  

self-motivated couple or single person to manage a 

small 12-room motel in the Buloke Shire Region. 

REQUIREMEnTS: 

• Proven track record of reliability and strong work ethic 

• Exceptional customer service and interpersonal skills 

• Long-term commitment to the role 

WHAT WE OFFER: 

• Good remuneration package 

• Excellent on-site facilities 

• Immediate start available 

If you’re looking for a rewarding management opportu-

nity in a welcoming regional community, we’d love to 

hear from you. 

  Call Jamie now on 0423 599 217 

Office:    03 5494 3120 
     Mike:     0408 316 394 
     Brendan: 0427 794 479 
     Nathan:   0409 525 805 

       For all Earthmoving works including: 

 Shed pads, sheep yards, house pads 
 Dam construction and fill in, channel fill in 
 Driveways and roads 
 Supply and Delivery of gravel, sands and quarry materials. 

We’re still here just  
having a go!

AT MENSLAND

 

Not getting your 
paper delivered? 
Why not receive it online, emailed  

or posted direct. 

Call the “The Times” 
 Office, Donald  

For further information,  
phone 5497 1222 or via email, 

admin@buloketimes.com 

Stay up‐to‐date and informed in all the local news.

Drive to stay alive — 
take care on the roads.
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The overcast day kicked 
off with the 800m event, then 
students were grouped by 
their ages to compete in shot-
put, discus, vortex, hurdles, 
sprint, long distance and long 
jump.  

The senior students re-
mained on the main oval with 
the junior students competing 
on the Jeffcott Oval. 

Students spent their day 
meeting children from other 
schools and having fun while 
showcasing their athletic 
skills. 

As always there were 
many family and friends who 
travelled to show their sup-
port for students. 

Each event was worth 3 
points and there were a num-
ber of individual winners for 
the days who received a full 
score of 21 and select senior 
students will have the oppor-
tunity to compete at the Black 
Ranges. 

The day ended with all 
schools coming together to 
cheer on their teams in the re-
lays. 

School winners for the day 
were St Patrick’s in the Junior 
School events and Birchip P-
12 School in the Senior 
School Events. 

A huge thank you to all 
those who helped set up and 
helped with the running of the 
day. 

Schools Gather for North-Central Sports

• Action on the Goff Letts oval and on the Jeffcott oval in the background. 

• Ruben Jane-Higgins demonstrating his discus throw!

Friday saw students from Birchip P-12 
School, St Arnaud Primary School, St Patrick’s 
Primary School (St Arnaud), St Mary’s Primary 
School (Donald) and Donald Primary School 
converge on the Donald Community Precinct 
for the Annual North Central Athletics Sports. 

• Students from St. Mary’s Primary School Donald, Donald Primary School and St. Patrick’s Primary School in the sprint 
events.



• I remember the occasion a man with a stop sign pulled me up while driving along a north Queensland road and warned 
me to drive carefully because the road was partially blocked by a rockslide and there could be more.

Earthquake 
Warning!  
At 9.49 a.m. on Saturday, August 16, 2025, I 

was sitting at the kitchen table of our holiday 
accommodation unit on Queensland’s Sunshine 
Coast  when the building began to shudder.

• Bruce Stewart

 I soon realised we were in 
the midst of an earthquake and 
it was not long until Geo-
science Australia seismologist 
Michelle Salmon was report-
ing that the 5.6 magnitude 
earthquake was the largest on-
shore earth quake in Queens-
land for 50 years.  

After the initial earthquake, 
which lasted around 7 seconds 
more announcements were 
made warning us we could face 
aftershocks so be prepared! 

This earthquake reminds us how quickly people can find 
themselves in a potentially dangerous situation so we need to 

listen carefully  to warnings coming from authorities. 
I remember the occasion a man with a stop sign 
pulled me up while driving along a north Queensland 
road and warned me to drive carefully because the 
road was partially blocked by a rockslide and there 
could be more. We appreciated the warning.  

I am reminded of another situation where ignor-
ing a warning resulted in a severe consequence. Back 
in 1980 Mount St. Helens beltched grey steam 
plumes hundreds of metres into the air. Geologists 
watched their seismographs in growing wonder as 
the earth danced beneath their feet. Police moved 
tourists and residents away from an ever widening 
zone of danger.  

“Warning!” 
“Warning!” blared loudspeakers on helicopters 

overhead.  “Warning!” pleaded radio and TV  jour-
nalists.  People heard the warnings and fled for their 
lives except for Harry Truman, who refused to 
budge. Harry was a caretaker of a recreation lodge 8 
km north of the Mt St Helen peak. People begged 
him to leave. But Harry ignored the warnings. Harry 
grinned on national TV and said, “Nobody knows 
more about this mountain than Harry and it doesn’t 
dare blow up on him!” 

Explosion 
On May 18, 1980 Harry cooked his eggs and 

bacon and planted petunias.  At 8.31 a.m. the moun-
tain exploded. Did Harry regret his decision in that 
millisecond he had before the concussive waves 
travelling faster than the speed of sound flattened ev-
erything for many kilometres? Did he have time to 
mourn his stubborness as millions of tons of rock dis-
integrated and disappeared into a cloud reaching 16 
kms into the air? Harry rejected the warnings and  
reaped a terrible consequence.    

Two thousand years ago the greatest teacher of all 
time gave us warnings for our benefit. Jesus Christ 
told many wonderful stories like the “Good Samari-
tan”, which is still told around the world, but He also 
gave us warnings. Jesus said to the crowds of people 
listening to Him about the way to heaven, “Enter 
through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and 
broad is the road that leads to destruction and many 
enter through it.  But small is the gate and narrow the 
road that leads to life and only a few find it”  
(Matthew 7:13-14). Jesus is saying that the “narrow 
gate” represents a life of  faith and commitment to 
Him, which can be very costly at times that leads to 
eternal life.in heaven. He also warns us that those 
who reject Him are separated from Him for eternity 
and “will be thrown outside into the darkness where 
there will be wailing and gnashing of teeth” 
(Matthew 8:12), a terrible place.   

The Easter season reminds us of Jesus dying a 
sacrificial death on the cross of Calvary to save us 
from a horrible destination, if we so choose. Jesus 
took the punishment for our sin. We need to confess 
our sin (1 John 1:9) and “repent then and turn to God 
so that your sins maybe wiped out,  that times of re-
freshing may come from the Lord”  (Acts 3:19).  

Warnings are for our benefit. Listen carefully to 
warnings from earthly authorities but especially lis-
ten to warnings from Jesus and heed them for the 
benefits are eternal.  

Bruce Stewart.  

Enjoyment & Employment —  
Have Both, Shop in Your Own Town!
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What's On 

The panel was announced 
by the GRDC Board and 
comprises four new and six 
returning members, who to-
gether will help guide priori-
ties for research, development 
and extension (RD&E) in-
vestments to deliver enduring 
profitability to grain growers. 

First Time Appointees  

Appointed to the Southern 
Panel for the first time are 
Victorian grain grower Wayne 
Burton, Yorke Peninsula grain 
grower Max Young, grains re-
search and extension special-
ist Greta Duff, and South 
Australian agronomist Adam 
Hancock.  

GRDC Chair Sharon Star-
ick said that the incoming 
panel members will con-
tribute a wide range of skills 

and expertise that will com-
plement the experience of ex-
isting members. 

“The GRDC Board was 
extremely impressed with the 
quality of applicants, under-
scoring the significant indus-
try value and respect 
associated with the GRDC 
regional panels,” Mrs Starick 
said. 

“Our objective was to 
achieve a balance of expertise 
and experience, ensuring a ge-
ographic representation re-
flective of the grains industry 
and capable of providing 
thoughtful and informed guid-
ance on industry needs, prior-
ities and proposed GRDC 
investments.” 

Mrs Starick continued with 
“the GRDC regional panels 

played a critical role identify-
ing and prioritising local, 
regional and national grains 
industry issues informed by 
their industry networks and 
firsthand understanding. 

“We are confident this 
panel will support GRDC to 
continue making innovative, 
targeted, strategic and trans-
formational RD&E invest-
ments,” she said. 

GRDC Southern Panel 
Chair Andrew Russell wel-
comed the arrival of new 
members and acknowledged 
the four panel members step-
ping down after serving as 
representatives for their in-
dustry. 

Farewells 
“We say farewell to Eyre 

Peninsula grain grower, 

• GRDC’s Southern Panel meet with growers and other people working in the industry to 
help guide GRDC’s RD&E investment to support the enduring profitability of grain growers 
across Victoria, South Australia and Tasmania. Photo: Sophie Clayton, GRDC.

GRDC Southern Panel  
Welcomes New Members

South Australian, Victorian and Tasmanian grain growers will be 
represented by a new-look Grains Research and Development Corpo-
ration (GRDC) Southern Panel which has been appointed for the next 
two years, from September 1,  2025.

Michael Treloar, scientific re-
searcher and strategic leader 
Neil Fisher, Tasmanian grain 
grower Peter Damen, and 
grower and farming systems 
researcher Dr Patricia Flynn, 

who have all made outstand-
ing contributions to the grains 
industry through their in-
volvement with the GRDC 
Southern Panel,” Mr Russell 
said. 

“Their insight, expertise 
and comprehensive under-
standing of the challenges and 
constraints encountered by 
southern region grain growers 
have been instrumental in 
guiding GRDC RD&E invest-
ments. 

“These efforts ensured that 
initiatives were tailored to 
meet the practical needs of 
growers while also addressing 
broader industry challenges. 

“On behalf of both the 
Southern Panel and the wider 
GRDC organisation, I would 

like to extend my sincere ap-
preciation for their dedica-
tion.” 

Returning Members 
The returning panellists 

are extension specialist Pru 
Cook, Birchip grain grower 
Tim McClelland, South Aus-
tralian agro-ecologist and 
grower Ruth Sommerville, 
Port Lincoln research 
agronomist Andrew Ware, 
and scientific leader Dr Kathy 
Ophal-Keller. Mr Russell will 
remain Southern Panel Chair. 

The new Panel’s first task 
will be the annual GRDC 
spring tour, visiting regional 
growers, advisers and re-
searchers to assess opportuni-
ties and challenges in the 
southern region.

• Wayne Burton • Greta Duff• Max Young • Adam Hancock

Dangers of Fungicide Overuse
Crop pathologists and fungal disease experts are concerned about the 

increasing use of precautionary fungicide applications in Australian canola. 
Repeated applications of a 

single fungicide as “cheap in-
surance” against disease 
could have serious long-term 
consequences.  

Associate Professor Fran 
Lopez-Ruiz, project lead for 
the Australian Fungicide Re-
sistance Extension Network 
(AFREN), a Grains Research 
and Development Corpora-
tion (GRDC) investment, said 
fungicide resistance poses an 
ongoing threat to canola pro-
duction, with frequent and re-
peated application of the same 
fungicide group being one of 
the main drivers. 

Spores released by fungi-
cide-resistant fungi can 
spread over large areas in a 
short time. This means 
overuse of fungicides and 
poor disease management 
practices on a single farm can 
quickly become a regional 
problem. 

“We are seeing this with 
net form net blotch (NFNB) 
of barley in parts of South 
Australia, Western Australia 
and Victoria,” A/Prof Lopez-
Ruiz said. 

“NFNB pathogen popula-
tions with triple fungicide re-
sistance to all three registered 

fungicide groups have limited 
growers’ options for protect-
ing their barley yields. This is 
why AFREN recommends a 
targeted approach to fungi-
cide application – only apply 
fungicide when necessary and 
when there is a clear eco-
nomic benefit from doing so. 

“Even then, different 
fungicide groups should al-
ways be used in rotation so 
any pathogens with fungicide 
resistance or reduced sensitiv-
ity will be controlled by one 
of the treatments.” 

Mutations for reduced sen-
sitivity to Group 7 SDHI 
fungicides and Group 12 
fungicide fludioxonil, the 
only other fungicide groups 
registered for blackleg con-
trol, have also been detected 
in SA. There is a potential for 
reduced sensitivity to these 
two groups under high disease 
and fungicide selection pres-
sure. 

Dr Marcroft said he has re-
ceived several enquiries about 
using double rates or off-label 
timings to help control black-
leg or mitigate efficacy issues 
due to fungicide resistance.  

“Both practices are illegal 
as label rates and require-

ments must be followed – and 
they will also contribute to in-
creased levels of fungicide re-
sistance,” he said. 

“Fungicides must only be 
applied in accordance with 
label recommendations and 
only used when disease pres-
sure is high and there is a 
clear risk of yield loss.”  

It’s important to remember 
that canola plants can tolerate 
a significant amount of dis-
ease before any yield loss oc-
curs – typically up to 20 per 
cent crown canker infection. 
So, while skipping early foliar 
applications will lead to a 
small amount of crown 
canker, this is unlikely to re-
sult in yield losses but will 
have a massive impact on 
minimising the risk of fungi-
cide resistance evolving. 

 “What may seem like 
cheap insurance now could 
actually be a longer-term risk 
to canola production. Weigh-
ing the pros and cons of a 
fungicide spray with your 
agronomist is a much better 
investment.” 

Growers should also fol-
low the “AFREN Fungicide 
Resistance 5” principles for 
integrated disease manage-

ment. This includes planting 
canola at least 500 metres 
from the previous season’s 
stubble, using time of sowing 
to manage disease risk, and 
using more resistant varieties 
and rotating them. 

• Dr Steve Marcroft says to prevent fungicide resistance getting worse, only apply fungicides 
according to label recommendations and only when disease pressure is high and there is a 
clear risk of yield loss. Photo: Marcroft Grains Pathology

AMBULANCE PHONE NO. 

000

AFREN Webinar – Barley diseases  
and Fungicide Resistance 101

Start time: September 9, 1 p.m . and ending at 2 p.m. 
Join this AFREN webinar for an update on barley diseases 

and practical strategies to minimise the risk of fungicide resis-
tance. 

Queensland DPI's Dr Lisle Snyman will share the latest in-
sights on barley diseases, in particular net blotches and recent 
screening results. This will highlight the importance of variety 
choice, a key AFREN principle for managing disease risk and 
reducing reliance on fungicides. 

Register online for free at: 
 https://grdc.com.au/events/list/2025/09/afren-webinar-bar-

ley-diseases-and-fungicide-resistance-101



The social crew put on a 
fantastic evening, with the 
room looking stunning and 
everyone dressed to impress – 
it was a real occasion, and 
great to see so many people 
scrubbed up for the night. 

Congratulations to all of 
our award winners on the 
evening – well-deserved 
recognition for a big season 
both on and off the field. 

Hockey Club Awards 
Most Improved Senior 

Player, Louise Barber; Best 
Club Person, Carly Pearse. 

Men’s 
Matthew “Kakka” David-

son Memorial Men’s Most 
Valuable Player, Henry 
Bourchier; Best and Fairest – 
Henry Bourchier; Runner-Up 
Best and Fairest, Lincoln 
Westerland; Coach’s Awards, 
Leo Nuske and Oskar Nuske; 
Highest Goal Scorer, Glenn 
Pearse; Goal of the Year, 
Parker Bicket; Best in Finals 
– (to be awarded at season’s 
end). 

Women’s 
Matthew “Kakka” David-

son Memorial Women’s 
MVP, Hannah Werner; Bob 
Davison Memorial Best and 
Fairest, Hannah Werner, 
Heather Shilton Memorial 
Runner-Up Best and Fairest, 
Lauren Hawkes; Coach’s 
Award, Louise Barber; High-
est Goal Scorer, Hannah 
Werner; Goal of the Year, Iso-
belle Rowe. 

Thank you to all our 
coaches for their commitment 
this season, and to our execu-
tive team – Katie Bicket 
(president), Alexander 
Bourchier (treasurer), Carly 
Pearce (secretary), and Lau-
ren Hawkes (vice-president) – 
along with the extended com-
mittee, players, and support-
ers.  

Once again, it’s been an in-
credible year of hockey. 
While results were mixed 
across the board, every step 
has been one forward, partic-
ularly for the women who  

enjoyed some fantastic wins 
and should be congratulated 
for their hard work and deter-
mination. The men were once 
again a force to be reckoned 
with, notching up strong re-
sults and spending much of 
the year near the top of the 
ladder. Well done, boys. 

A huge thank you also 
goes out to all our sponsors 
for their incredible support 
once again throughout the 
season, and to our generous 
trophy donors for the year. 
Without you, Donald Hockey 
wouldn’t be able to achieve 
the fantastic results we’ve 
seen – with our men still 
charging ahead in finals. A 
full list of trophy donors and 
sponsors will appear in our 
Junior Awards report. 

We’ve got a few exciting 
weeks to look forward to yet, 
so let’s all get around the boys 
and see if we can finish the 
year with another piece of  
silverware, just like last sea-
son.

Donald Hockey 
Presents Awards

• Special Awards Brent Barber, on behalf of his daughter, 
Louise; and Carly Pearse.

• Women’s Lauren Hawkes, Isabelle Rowe.

[From Donald Hockey Club] 
The Donald Royal Blues held a combined Seniors Presentation Night 

at the Anderson Blue Room, with all three codes coming together to cele-
brate an eventful year of winter sport in Donald.

• Men’s Hockey, left to right: Glenn Pearse, Oskar Nuske, Lincoln Westerland, Henry Bourchier, 
Parker Bicket, Leo Nuske.

• Goal Scoring awards: Parker Bicket, Glenn Pearse, Isabelle Rowe.

WE SERVICE ALL  
MAKES & MODELS

TO BOOK 
Ph. 5497 1203 

13-15 McCulloch St,  
DONALD 

SERVICE 
SPECIAL 
Standard Service  
from  
$199

Courtesy drop-off  
& pick-up or  

loan car available
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On Friday, August 15, the 
school travelled to Charlton 
for the Interschool Athletics 
Day, with 18 students braving 
strong winds and chilly show-
ers to proudly represent their 
school. Despite the testing 
conditions, students gave their 
all in every event, supporting 
each other from the sidelines 
and demonstrating the team-
work that Birchip P-12 is 
known for.  

Seven Wins 
The school was thrilled to 

celebrate seven students win-
ning their respective events, 
who will now progress to the 
next stage of competition. 
Congratulations to Beau 
Haslam, Lana Angel, Zali 
Angel, Cassie Tynan, Ada 
Bourke, Ashlei Poyner and 
Elise Cox. In addition, several 
others placed across both 
track and field events, show-
casing the depth of talent in 
the team. While Birchip P-12 
finished 6th overall in the ag-
gregate – mainly due to 
having fewer competitors 
than larger schools – the effort 
and spirit displayed by the 
students was outstanding. 

At Donald 
Just one week later, on Fri-

day 22 August, Birchip P-12’s 
Prep to Year 6 students com-
peted at the North Central 
Athletics Carnival in Donald. 
This time the weather was 
perfect, and five local schools 

came together for a day filled 
with fun, friendly competi-
tion, and plenty of school 
pride.  

Birchip P-12 performed 
strongly across the board, 
finishing a close second in the 
Junior section and claiming 
1st place in the Senior section 
for the second year running – 
a remarkable achievement. 

 Special mention goes to 
students who earned the max-
imum number of points on the 
day: Fred Hogan, Awhina 
Kahukura, Millie Poyner, 
Lucy Coffey, Sadie Bourke, 
Jaymee Poyner, Denley Tyler, 
and River Ryan. Their efforts, 
along with those of their 
classmates, highlight the com-
mitment and enthusiasm of 
Birchip P-12 students when it 
comes to sport.  

Principal staff and parents 
also praised the students for 
their teamwork, encourage-
ment of one another, and will-
ingness to represent their 
school with pride.  

With many students now 
advancing to the next level of 
competition, Birchip P-12 
looks forward to even more 
sporting success in the 
months ahead.

Birchip’s Students’ Success at District Athletics

• Senior School NDC Sports Team for Birchip P-12 School.

• Junior School NDC Sports individual maximum number of points on the day: Denley Tyler, Awhina Kahukura, Saide Bourke, 
Lucy Coffey, Millie Poyner, Fred Hogan, River Ryan and Jaymee Poyner.

Birchip P-12 School students have once 
again shown their determination, talent, and 
strong school spirit through their efforts at 
recent North Central and District Athletics 
events.

bring you

• Australian Embassy, left to right: Ms Penny Toledo, Deputy Head of Mission, DFAT Aus-
tralian Embassy, Mexico, Ms Mary Raynes, Markets Manager – Lead, Australian Export 
Grains Innovation Centre (AEGIC), Ms Laura Torres, Senior Agriculture Analyst (Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry’s( DAFF, Australian Embassy, Mexico and the 
only DAFF resource covering all aspects of agriculture for Mexico and Central America).

Mary Travels, This Time to Mexico
The travels of former Donald resident, Mary Raynes, have so far 

also included meetings in Puebla with Heineken and Central Altiplano 
Maltería, Mexico. 

For anyone not in the 
know, Mexico isn’t just about 
tacos and tequila, it’s a beer 
giant! 

In fact, it’s the world’s 
largest beer exporter, pouring 

out more than 6 billion USD  
in sales last year.  

Nearly three-quarters of 
what goes into that frothy 
glass is sourced locally, but 
when it comes to malting 

barley, imports are still cru-
cial; around 400,000-500,000 
ton-nes a year.  

Australia has been right in 
the brew of it, supplying  on 
avearge 61 per cent, up to 85  
per cent of Mexico’s total 
malting barley imports. With 
that kind of scale and influ-
ence, it’s no wonder Mexico is 
such an important market for 
Australian barley. 

Mexico is buying high 
quality, single malting barley 
varieties only; this market is of 
importance to the Australian 
barley grower for market di-
versity.  

 Of course, Australia isn’t 
the only player meeting with 
Mexico’s barley, malting, 
brewing, and beer representa-
tives. Canada and the United 
States play the long game, 
sending delegations at least 
three to four times a year to 
strengthen ties with local 
brewers and maltsters. They 
also enjoy a home-ground ad-
vantage through the United 
S t a t e s – M e x i c o – C a n a d a 
Agreement (USMCA), the 
successor to the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), which streamlines 
regional trade. 

With the investment from 
Grains Australia, Mary is able 
to lead the technical market 
engagement for Australian 
barley into Mexico.
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The nomination, put for-
ward by the Donald Netball 
Club and supported by exist-
ing life members, outlined a 
career that has spanned more 
than three decades. It cele-
brated not only Xanthi’s play-
ing achievements but also her 
tireless commitment as a 
coach, volunteer, and leader at 
both club and league level. 

Jess Nunn, on behalf of the 
Donald Netball Club, said; 
“Xanthi Rice is a name syn-
onymous with netball excel-
lence in the North Central 
region. She is a role model, a 
leader, and a community 
champion. Her charisma, de-
termination, and generous 
spirit have inspired countless 
teammates, players, volun-
teers and supporters over the 
years. Whether on the court 
directing play, on the sideline 
coaching, or in the committee 
room planning for the future, 
Xanthi gives her all. Her 450-
game milestone is not just a 
number – it represents 
decades of service, passion, 
and loyalty to the sport she 
loves. It represents weekend 
after weekend of commit-
ment, of mentoring, of lifting 
others around her. It is a 
legacy that will be remem-
bered for generations.” 

Potential  
Xanthi’s netball journey 

began as a junior in the early 
1990s, when her potential was 
quickly recognised. She par-
ticipated in state and regional 
development programs, repre-
sented the Wimmera Mallee 
at championships, and by the 
age of 14 had already broken 
into Donald’s “A” Grade side.  

Her early accolades in-
cluded the North Central 
Junior “A” Best and Fairest, 
representation at the Victorian 
State Development Squad 
Championships, and the 
Wimmera Sports Star of the 
Year nomination. From these 
beginnings, a remarkable ca-
reer was set in motion. 

Honours 
Across the decades that 

followed, Xanthi collected a 
string of honours. She 
amassed 14 “A” Grade Best 
and Fairest awards at Donald, 
claimed the NCNA A Grade 

Best and Fairest in 2002, and 
was runner-up on several 
other occasions.  

She was a regular in the 
North Central representative 
sides, making 12 appearances 
between 2003 and 2017. Her 
consistency and skill also 
earned her broader recogni-
tion, including the Harding-
ham’s Netballer of the Year, 
the Ro Wood Memorial Award, 
and the prestigious Worksafe 
Medal, presented by football 
legend Ron Barassi.  

Coaching 
Her coaching record is 

equally impressive. As a 
player-coach she guided 
Donald’s “A”, “B” and “C” 
Grade sides, juniors, and rep-
resentative teams. In 2006 she 
famously led Donald to its 
first “A” Grade premiership 
in 47 years, cementing her 
place in club history.  

She later oversaw premier-
ships in “B” and “C” Grade 
and a host of junior titles, 
while also serving as a repre-
sentative coach for the 
NCNA. Her ability to inspire, 
mentor and develop young 
players has left a lasting mark 
across the region. 

Xanthi’s service off the 
court has been just as signifi-
cant. She has held almost 
every role at Donald Netball 
Club, from president, vice 
president and secretary through 
to Umpires Convener, Archive 
Officer and Finals Co-ordina-
tor, positions she continues to 
hold today. In 2012 she was 
awarded life membership of 
the Donald Netball Club, ac-
knowledging her tireless con-
tribution at club level. 

At association level, she 
has served multiple terms as 
secretary, co-ordinated finals, 
and helped run junior devel-
opment programs. 

Milestone  
In May this year, Xanthi 

brought up her 450th senior 
game in a match against 
Charlton, a milestone few 
players in country netball 
achieve. It is a testament to 
her resilience, passion and 
love of the game that she re-
mains a key figure both on 
court and in leadership roles 
in 2025. 

From her first taste of rep-
resentative netball at Country 
Week in 1994 through to 
guiding juniors in 2024, the 
story of Xanthi Rice is one of 
commitment, achievement 
and altruism.   

She has been a player, 
coach, official and leader, but 
above all she has been a role 
model to generations of net-
ballers in Donald and across 
North Central. 

Her induction as a life 
member of the North Central 
Netball Association is a fitting 
acknowledgement of an out-
standing career and a legacy 
that will inspire for years to 
come.  

A video with messages 
from players across the region 
was testament to the esteem in 
which Xanthi is held across 
the association. 

Xanthi responded with 
emotion and pride, paying 
tribute to her family for their 
support, beginning with her 
parents and siblings who in-
stilled in her a love of netball, 
and to her husband for his un-
wavering encouragement, par-
ticularly during the years when 
their children were young.  

She spoke of her passion 
for the game, the role models 
she has learnt from and the 
joy netball has brought her 
both on and off the court, re-
flecting on the lifelong friend-
ships she has made and the 
satisfaction of watching the 
next generation of players 
succeed. 

Although this milestone is 
remarkable, it is certainly not 
the end, as Xanthi has vowed 
to play on and will no doubt 
continue her selfless dedica-
tion to netball for a lifetime. 

“Life” for Donald Netball Great

• The Rice family were on hand to witness the celebration, from left, Jason, Curtis, Xanthi, Luca, 
and Halle.

• Life member Xanthi Rice and President of NCNA Kim Fitzpatrick.

At the North Central Netball Association Vote Count and Presentation 
Day on Sunday, August 24, a standing ovation greeted Donald’s Xanthi Rice 
as she was inducted as a life member of the association in recognition of 
more than 450 games and an extraordinary record of service on and off the 
court.

Seb Tops Under-17 Voting
Charlton’s Sebastian Zagame is the winner of North-Central Football League’s 2025 Jeff 

“Woofa” Guild Trophy as “best and fairest” in the under-17s age group.

Equal runners-up, with 25 
votes each, are Sea Lake-Nan-
daly’s Brayden Allen, and 
Boort’s Cooper Gooding. 

The following is the com-
plete list of under-17 voting. 

27: Seb Zagame (CFC). 
25: Brayden Allan 

(SLNT), Cooper Gooding 
(BFC). 

22: Tiger Vearing (CU). 
19: Frankie Donald (STA). 
18: Austin Lowe (STA). 

17: Aaron Smith (WFC). 
16: Chase Zander (STA), 

Max Fawcett (CU). 
11: Cruz O'Sullivan 

(SLNT), Luke Boyd (BFC). 
10: Brodie McPherson 

(BFC), Isaac Bourke (CFC), 
Riley Wagner (BFC). 

9: Baxter Donnellon (SP), 
Judd Durie (SLNT). 

6: Nate McClelland 
(SLNT), Oakley Brennan 
(DFC), Tynan Perry (CU). 

5: Aidan Wickham (STA), 
Chase Campbell (DFC), Jake 
O'Flaherty (BFC), Luca 
Rice(DFC), Oliver Cook 
(BWFC), Scott Barbary (SP), 
Taj Borlase (SLNT). 

4: Ethan Clapham (DFC), 
Murphy Fitzpatrick (CFC), 
Sean Bridgeman (STA). 

3: Archer Reyne (STA), 
Archer Ward (SP), Beau 
Chapman (CU), Darby Perry-
man (BFC), Jack Batters 
(STA), Jacob Cox (SLNT), 
Jesse Lydom (DFC),  Noah 
Winslett (WFC). 

2: Angus Cowell (CU),  
Angus Renney (SLNT), Bob 
Donald (STA),  Darcy Coles 
(CU), Ethan Soulsby (CFC), 

Hugo Warne (SLNT), Jam 
Borden (DFC), Jarvis Wright 
(CFC), Jasper Morcombe 
(SP), Liam Budge (SP), Noah 
Dean (BWFC), Ollie 
Daiken(CU), Rhett 
Hogan(CU), Ryder Newick 
(SLNT), Rylan Chislett 
(BFC), Ryleigh Amor (SP). 

1: Ben Cunningham 
(WFC), Brody Kelly (SLNT), 
Cooper Gould (BFC), Henry 
Cox (SLNT), Hugo Funcke 
(DFC), John Clapham (DFC), 
Slater Piazza (SP), Taio 
Atkinson(BWFC). 

Your Blood is 
Worth Bottling 
If you are visiting  Ballarat 
or Bendigo and have a bit 
of time to spare, a trip to 
the Blood Bank would be a 
very rewarding experience. 
You will need to book, by 
phoning 13 14 95. 

Australian Red Cross 

BLOOD SERVICE
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• Continued from page 12.
of the match for Boort, which 
saw a comfortable victory to 
the impressive yellow and 
blacks. 

All eyes now turn to next 
week’s game at Boort where 
Birchip-Watchem takes on the 
newly formed Calder United 
in what promises to be a 
cracking second semi. 

Scores: Sea Lake-Nandaly 
15.11 (101) d Boort 7.5 (47). 

Best for Sea Lake-Nan-
daly: Max Cahoon, Wade 
Donnan, Tyson McKenzie, 
Lachie McClelland, Jack 
Poulton, Ryan O’Sullivan. 

For Boort: Matt Austin, 
James Keeble, Tom Potter, 
James Wilson, James Byrne, 
Alex Chamberlain. 

 

Tigers Stay 
in the Race

• Boort’s Ethan Coleman looks set to gather the ball. Others pictured are Boort’s James Byrne and Tigers’ Trent Donnan and Charlie Cox.  – Photo Clare Letts.

• James Keeble attempts to break free from the grip of Kane Donnan, also pictured Tom Potter (Boort). – Photo Blake Lee.

Coloured 
Photographs 

 
Copies of “Times” photos can 

be purchased from our office/s. 
 

Photos not published may also 
be available. 

 
Call in to our offices, 

McCulloch Street, Donald, 
phone 5497 1222; 

or Cumming Avenue, Birchip, 
phone 5492 2735.
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Both sides entered this  
encounter with regulars miss-
ing from their usual line-ups. 
Boort’s ruckman Peter Bar-
bopoulos and rover Carlos 
Egan were unavailable, while 
the Tigers’ dynamo Thomas 
Cox couldn’t recover from in-
jury in time, but should be 
available in a fortnight’s time. 

While the result won’t 
shock followers of North 
Central football, Sea Lake-
Nandaly still had to shake off 
a persistent Magpie outfit that 
can hold its head high after a 
solid season.  

With Barbopoulos side-
lined, most of Boort’s ruck-
work was shouldered by 
James Wilson, who tackled 
this task admirably against 
Tigers’ Ryan O’Sullivan, who 
continues to amaze with his 
longevity and reach.  

Another match up of note 
was Sea Lake-Nandaly’s de-
fender Luke Martin on dan-
gerous full forward Jhye 
Baddeley-Kelly. Baddeley-
Kelly proved his versatility 
when, due to the lack of for-
ward entries, moved on to the 
ball as the game unfolded, 
adding bite in the middle 
prompting one onlooker to 
quip: “If only we had two of 
him.”  

What was also evident 
early was Tiger defender Jack 
Poulton, who continually 
gathered the ball at half-back 
and created opportunities fur-
ther afield. Poulton has the 
happy knack of seeming to 
never have an opponent, as if 
he’s a loose man in defence. 

Arm Wrestle 
The game actually began 

as an arm wrestle with both 
defences on top and it wasn’t 
until five minutes in when 
Lachie McClelland snapped 

truly in heavy traffic for the 
Tigers. Team mate Max Ca-
hoon floated another one 
through before Austin Mertz 
added a third which omi-
nously saw Sea Lake-Nandaly 
holding a three-goal lead de-
spite kicking into the breeze at 
quarter-time. 

It was only a matter of 
time before ex-AFL gun Josh 
Jenkins made an impact and it 
began four minutes into the 
second period when he slotted 
a clever left footed snap. Not 
to be outdone, Boort’s Ethan 
Coleman mirrored this to 
break the ice for his side. The 
game began to open up due to 
the efforts of Sea Lake-Nan-
daly’s Max Cahoon, Tyson 
McKenzie and dual Feeny 
medallist Wade Donnan, and 
Boort’s Matt Austin, James 
Keeble and Tom Potter, and 
the Tigers banged on another 
four goals, while the Magpies 
managed two through Lachie 
Hall and Harry Weaver from 
a long bomb. 

Most Even 
The third term was the 

most even of the game in both 
play and scoring, as two goals 
apiece were added, the best of 
which came from a brilliant 
passage of play when Boort’s 
Tom Potter sprinted through 
the middle and passed to Jhye 
Baddeley-Kelly who found 
James Keeble, who made no 
mistake. 

Sea Lake-Nandaly now 
held a six goal lead heading 
into the final phase. Josh 
Jenkins booted his fourth and 
fifth for the Tigers and John 
Sumerhayes kicked two of his 
own. To add some re-
spectability to the cause Will 
Perryman and Jhye Baddeley-
Kelly  kicked the final goals 

Tigers Stay in the Race

• Feeny Medalist Wade Donnan (SLNT) and Boort’s Jayden Dick charge at the ball. Others pictured are Tom Potter (Boort), 
Alex Chamberlain (Boort), Ryan O’Sullivan (SLNT) and Austin Mertz (SLNT). – Photo Clare Letts.

Sea Lake-Nandaly has advanced to the  
preliminary final after accounting for Boort in 
front of an impressive crowd at Birchip.

• Continued on page 11.

GOLDACRES SENIORS 
SEA LAKE-NANDALY.      3.2      9.4    11.6  15.11  (101) 
BOORT ........................       0.2      3.2      5.4      7.5    (47) 

Goals for Sea Lake-Nandaly: Joshua Jenkins 5, Lachy  
McClelland 2, John Summerhayes 2, Max Cahoon, Jarvis Keogh, 
Tyson McKenzie, Austin Mertz, Cruz O’Sullivan, Adam Pattison.  

For Boort: Jhye Baddeley-Kelly, Ethan Coleman, Lachlan 
Hall, Kieren Jaksic, James Keeble, Will Perryman, Harry Weaver. 

Best for Sea Lake-Nandaly: Max Cahoon, Wade Donnan, 
Tyson McKenzie, Lachy McClelland, Jack Poulton, Ryan O’Sullivan.  

For Boort: Matt Austin, James Keeble, Tom Potter, James 
Wilson, James Byrne, Alex Chamberlain. 

HAEUSLER’S RESERVES 
BIRCHIP-WATCHEM...       2.2      3.2      6.7      7.9    (51) 
SEA LAKE-NANDALY.      0.2      4.4      4.4      5.5    (35) 

Goals for Birchip-Watchem: Callum Goode 2, Riley Doran, 
Connor Lee, Stefan Pye, Lochlan Sirett, Tison Wiantara.  

For Sea Lake-Nandaly: Chase Tait 2, Isaac Durie, Rylee  
McGarry, Brody Weir. 

Best for Birchip-Watchem: Ty Colbert, Bodie Colbert, Harry 
Cook, George Addis, Connor Boyle.  

For Sea Lake-Nandaly: Connor Michael, Chase Tait, Billy 
Poulton, Jack Stacey, Harry Pitchford, Cooper Roberts. 

COMMUNITY BANK CHARLTON &  
DISTRICT UNDER-SEVENTEENS 

BOORT ........................       0.2      0.2      2.7    4.12    (36) 
CALDER UNITED........       1.5      2.6      2.6    2.  7    (19) 

Goals for Boort: Seth Muller 2, Luke Boyd, Riley Wagner.  
For Calder United: Locke Coles, Tiger Vearing. 
Best for Boort: Luke Boyd, Riley Wagner, Brodie McPherson, 

Rylan Chislett, Cooper Gooding, Darby F Perryman.  
For Calder United: Tiger Vearing, Rhett Hogan, Max Fawcett, 

Beau Chapman, Private player, Darcey Poyner. 

UNITING CHURCH  
UNDER-FOURTEENS 

BOORT ........................       3.1      4.2      5.4      7.6    (48) 
DONALD......................       1.1      2.2      2.2      4.2    (26) 

Goals for Boort: Noah Howe 2, Tyler Stringer 2, Brady 
Gilmore, Connor McNally, Jed Perryman. 

For Donald: Noah Michael 3, Liam Stopps. 
Best for Donald: Samuel Mortlock, Noah Michael, Nullah 

Clapham, Jhonrick Vincent Embate, Emmett Geddes, Lithil Hiti-
hamillage.  

For Boort: Seth Muller, Archer Lee, Noah Howe, Liam King, 
Tyler Stringer, Jed Perryman. 

 

HOCKEY 
Women: Wedderburn 3 d. Charlton 2 

Men: Donald 3 d. Boort 2. 
Underage: Donald 4 d. Boort 3. 
Under-12: Charlton 2 d. St Arnaud 0. 
 

NETBALL 
“A” grade: Sea Lake-Nan 34 d. Calder United 25. 
“B” grade: Birchip-Watchem 48 d. Boort 33. 
“C” grade: Boort 41 d. Sea Lake-Nan 30. 
“C” grade reserves:  
Calder United 46 d. Birchip-Watchem 19. 
Under-17 “A”: Boort 52 d. St Arnaud 46. 
Under-14 “A”: Donald 25 d. Calder United 23. 
Under-14 “B”: Birchip-Watchem 25 d. Calder United 5.

Goldacres North-Central Football League 
First Semi-Final Results 

Gate at Birchip $16,038 
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